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Alternative Kits .. 


‘And now for something 


A Stitch In Time 
Usirg cerbon-fiber stc 


Compucolor 
Now tetralogy hos you find ho po 


"82 Hiboy Updat | 
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project finished 


Basic Tech: 


Driver's Side.. 
Real Happiness Is. 


Mailbox 
/CASE Dear Kit Car 


Keith Kaucher's Kit Koncepts. 
The Snake meets street rodding 


accept the current Corvette suspension. 


VEA a Specialty Scene ...8 
5, built it with his son, Lucas, in ten days." mros mak ES Noteworthy news and views 
lr variety of chassis Е a Я i i Show-Off. 
than апу ether отаке Гоо спа $ * Original Style Round Tube Frames Cavaliere Altitude Readers! rides 
4 2 * Many Power Train Options пен. 
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ring response, though, 


This Kirban Diablo will put a spell on you! Dandy LaDawri 


fvihing about 
ring quik 
Рей! leering, і 
Vids wheels, The 


ihe öst is skewed in the direction of 
^ Js Gi ISI, ÑS rear Wight bias, 
Whéslbass, and its loy. profile fires. 
mibintion makes в standard 
argie вв в Limousine,” 
. (не Corvette suspension was more com «Hand ni 
ес PO raftsd Interiors 
than any of ihe others, ; Carell Attention to Dota 
Gar and Driver Magazine, Docembor, 1991. Олдо лд ри Ошу and Value 
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To: Install Low-Buck Windshield Wipers...54 
dre Pale hs a igitar am 


Ine Say Е " E ` Hibéy Update 48 


Adding A/C and heat increases driving enjoyment 


з Cavaliere Attitude 28 


ON THE COVER: 
Asif spreading her 
wings to take flight, 
this Kirban Diablo is 
‘certainly a beautiful 
devil in a blue dress. 
Its owner tired of 
exotic European 
machinery and found 
hektar ihe ert 
fact replacement 
icut me ig 
dollar upkeep of a 
Euro supercar. Photo. 
by Harod Pace. The 
unmistakable grile of 
Vette-Hod's late-'50s 
Corvette roadster 


зу Jim Youngs 


е hope to tell you more 
of them in the future. 

it Dale as often as I can, 
mostly to learn and absorb as much 
about making things as 

is generous with his time and talent 
and he's helped me greatly on several 


mel tion and w 


vation is that Dale proba- 
bly enjoys working on and solving 
problems, and finding answers to 
challenges perhaps more than the end 
result. Гуе met a lot of car guys in 
recent years—and me included—who 
admit their enjoyment of kit cars is in 
working on them and building the 
not necessarily in owning and driving 
these novel vehicles. By the time I get 
close to finishing a project, I'm already 
looking around for the next thing I 
something can put 
four kit cars in various stage 
pletion and two old, modified produc- 
tion cars would prove 
tend some kind of sickne: ly 

T think one of the reasons that pro- 
jects don't get finished quickly is that 
we love working on them. We take 
pride in accomplishing the numerous 
tasks it takes to build a car. In arerun 
of Tool Time last night, the unveiling 
of Tim Taylor’s fat-fendered Ford ‘vert 
street rod, which was supposed to be 
complete, showed a car minus its inte- 
rior, top, and even its engine. Tim. 
spouted a bunch of excuses for having 
to change things and, much to his fam- 
ilys chagrin, he could then work on 
the car for several more months, 

T think we all feel а twinge of 
regret when our Project cars are fin- 
ished, particularly those of us. who 
haven't lined up another project, 
Even though a car is. really never fin- | 
ished, the little updates we make toa 
finished car pale in comparison to 
хеее and hunting for problem. 

Iver components, " wer color 
Choices, and reeline tve д а 
upholstery possibi 
to show off the car, but 
really rather be installi 
coilovers or redoing the whole brako 


1seem to be happiest under the 
hood of an old car, grease 
everywhere, and a great sense of 
accomplishment in doing 


Practically every Saturday morn- 
ing my buddy Ben heads from the 
suburbs to downtown, just behind 
Coors Field—often at the wheel of his 
supercharged 54 Kurtis 500M—to 
spend part of the day with Dale 
Young In his mid seventies, Dale 
‘operates his machine shop and does 
some rather mundane repairs, but 
you know from the very first step into 
his world that hes a car guy's car guy. 
In addition to all the aging machinery 
and tools of a professional machinist 
lined up an one side of the shop, three 
fiberglass Cobra replicas and a '50s. 
vintage Vette take up the floor space 
оп the opposite side. An engine stand 
holds a Ford small-block from the ’50s, 
an old manifold sporting three deuces 
sits in a corner, Hilborn injector 
‘stacks and manifolds hang from the 

rafters, a huge piston serves as a 
doorstop, and photos of Pikes Peak 
Hillclimb cars and Kurtis racers dot 
the walls of his modest office. 

One of the Snake replicas is my 
Indy Exotics, Corvette-based roadster, 
ready once again for the road with 
Dale and Ben's help. The two other 
Cobras are Dale's, one of which is 
quite distinct, and the other a nice, 
basic, run-of-the-mill Mustang-basod 
kit. Unique is kind of an understato- 
ment when you consider one of his 
Snakes is built on a Pikes Peak 
Sprint Car-style chassis and powered Сесе 
by a 413сї small-block churning out 
something like 720 hp on alcohol. It 
may see the Peak again sometime, 
Both cars are slowly under construc- 
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ities. Sure it’s fun 
ling а new set of | i Becr. 
By the time | get close to 
finishing a project, l'm 
ly looking around 
for the next thing сап 
put a wrench to. 


БЯ 
Wetan Harper 
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SUMMITRACIN: 
SPONSORS сом) 
‘Summit Racing Equipment, the nag. 
largest mail-order and Internet se li 
athigh-performance automotive ang 

parts, has entered into a multi. 
agreement with the National Hota 
‘Association (NHRA) to sponsor the fin 
‘annual SummitRacing.com Nationals i 
Las Vegas. This year's race, the fourth of 
23 national events in the $45 milli 
NHRA Winston Drag Racing Series, wit 
һе held April 6-9 and will be shown on 
The Nashville Network (TNN). The event 
wil be held ata brand new dı 
constructed by the Las Vegas Motor 


nothing, just like you used to 
be able to with old VWs. 
This wasnt lost on Paul 
Banham (maker of the 
XJSS featured in the Brit 
kit roundup) who came up 


with a body conversion to 
turn the unloved old Czech 
into a remarkably convinc- 
ing replica of the Porsche. 
550 Spyder—one that, 
thanks to its cheap donor 
vehicle, can be on the road 
for the equivalent of a measly $5,500. 
Since then, the prolific Mr. Ban- 
ham has added a second Skoda-based 
kit to his range. Called the Redina, 
this one uses an original body design 
and, while the styling might not be to 
everyone's taste, it does provide 
unique open-top, four-seater motoring 
at an unbeatable price. 


Summit Racing is using the new 
to market its online usines. d 
“ww summitracing.com, which features 
of in-stock automotive and truck 
‘performance accessories, all available 
for same-day shipping. Summit Racing's 
eb site also features automotive 
technical information and how-to 
“Instruction articles. The site's Drag Race 


CZECH IT OUT 
Following on from the editor’s 
experiences with old Czech-built Sko- 
das during his visit to Slovakia (Dri- 
vers Side, Jan. 2000) comes the 
news that he's not alone in seeing 
the potential of using the boxy rear- 
engine air-cooled contrapti 
peperisse 


While these cars never made it to Wonde x 

жирга r Section has up-to-the-minute | 
x USA, they were sold in the UK укн чыр] са ned i wince gee iv onal 
а, ough far eter onigpel З Yous can ne the complete range of | NBRAandIARA national events, 

they were still atthe Бобот ofthe” ndirechenule ena? 

motoring heap. People bought them i ; 
new simply because they were cheap, ee 


and that, combined with their poor 
quality, means that you can get ta 
used examples = 
fr practi- 


aid ‘Come move this transmission 
So I can take a bath.” 


'OBRA COMPANY 
сак, таубе you've built a few 
Cobra kits, and you think you can 
do one better yourself. But why go 
through all the le of develop- 
ing the body molds and chassi 


gn. when you can simply buy 


висох the whole kit ‘son and caboodle? 
VAL Paul Bennett has been offering a 

__ With fiberglass quality Cobra 
kitcar pioneer Bruce replica for a numb 


he 


br 
Geos ofinterest in thee sanhoming, and opaka i e ces 
суз т са ҮШҮ 
н i сн lala chasis avaiable with ‘alifornia, and he builds 
= RUIT shoe dk nor bab jgnton- ordinary spacesrame 
сошро that uses both custom and. 


‘things such ав 
= аы, 


late-model Porsche components 


also offers a couple of custom Buggy Inc., Dept. 
square. By he. Dept КО, 1 deal. contact 
fabe chass on mich io baiio "О are Singh Ms OIL 1 on 
z і A 94545: 510 782-0705. 
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New Custom Wheel 
Logo" Valve Caps 
Machined to exa 
to fit al standard a valve 
ms. Each cap s fied 


SG recessed to 

= covered lego (Non original for 
Selby, ana Mustang). Set of our БЕ 

Logos avaiable: * COBRA, wbite w red bo 

and white letters. * FORD, blue with siver lotes, 


Original Shelby 
American T- 
Cobra Champion has CS logo on 
front with Cobra, Cobra, Cobra all 
the way down the back. Smal, 
med, large or 

X large 

XXLG available. 


зіва 
31495еа. 


Shelby/Cobral 
Mustang Genuine 
Wood Steering 
Whee! 

15 ameter vith 1 127 
алев кате wit 
polished laminated 
Mahogany wood and 
раев spores. 

1865 though 1970 
Mastangs/Ste 
7'-73 Mustangs anc 
74-78 Mustang I's 
Compote includes 
Steering wheel, hub. 
‘and cemer hom button with emblem. Ste year and model 
eae has tithes), and center emblem choice. $189.95 
Alcoa в. @т450 C.GI.500 D Mustang Е Fora 
NOTE: Applications now avaiable tor Chevrolet steering 


Cassie minors Ш 


1965-68 ShobyMus- 
tang GT 3 12" Lens. 

Talbot оока 

[rema - 

Same as above, only with longer 4 347 base... $94.95 ea. 
Таре Chrome Plated. These are great for other Ford 
Powered by Ford Side 
Emblem 

Used on fenders of small block 
Cobra Roadsters. ...516.95 ea. 
427 Ford Cobra Side 
Emblem 

Used on fenders ol big block 
Cobra Rosdsters...$16.95 ea. 
Cobra Hood/Trunk 
Emblem 


Exact repro of the 2 dia. round. 
тей, wie, blue Cobra emblems 
Used on later 289 and 427 


Cobras $14.06 өз. 
Cobra Oil Pans 


cone, LLLI I 
ume 


‘lum. 7 V2 qt Cobra енота 
FT pan (epi) originally used 

on 6566 GT380 nn $826.95, 
зәл "Cleveland: igh capacity), Cobra lettering and fins 
эл boh sides. Fis Mach 1, Boss 351, street rods.. $424.55 
зал windsor (Non capacity. Cobra lettering and fins оп 
Бой sds... ө Сай tof Ауайаышу 
0990427408 aluminum 6 172 а. wit "COBRA lettering on 
both sidas .. bs 5324.95 


429/460 Cobra ОП Pan 
ва. capacity, 356 alloy. Finned aluninum T-shaped. Front 
‘ump with correct COBRA lettering and highighte fins. 

аз bales, Super qualty. ~- $3295 ва 


The Origi 


cotton win 
under the a 


SMLXL 
ав 


Shelby/Cobra Tie: 


"Simon. The 


uit or denim shit. 1t you say you 
"hen you havent seen ths ono. 


Natural finish Cobra 427 fanod alum 
Natural finish LeMans fined 
Natural finish Cobra 428 fnned. 

Black finish Cobra LeMans finned 
A Chrome plated pent root 427 


New Color Posters 


wih oa 


champion. 
‘Beautil 24x35". Blua wih White ~~ 


Shipping fee: $4.00 for оле or both. 


Team Shirt 
Guarseman Bl 50/50 pdy- 
shes 


mbrodered in a 
Sorosa the Back 
одо patch on font 


jinal Cobra. 


ms and "COBRA" 


35495 ea. 
359.95 ea. 


Dress in the Shelby Fashion. Speeding images of he 
ety (Shelbys, Cobras 6140) cars come to ile 


Dennis 


‘of Blue and dark red wil lock trie with your best 


dort we 
sco. 


Cobra, Shelby, "FE" Big Block Valve Covers 


S295 pr 
20495 pe 
5204.95 p 
$151.95 pr 

snop 


{on special: Regular ist price: $149.95 


d. Competition Ford ат 40; The Ford that beat Ferari 
Basak 24 x 36° ful color. Factory Gult Team Car. Light blue 


9.952. 
Manufacturers 


Cobra 
Aluminum 
Valve 

Covers 

‘Small block 
250-289. 
3023510 
1966-70 polished 
fins with Соба 
Powered by Гога, 
Dock ernie lish with solid letter —. $109.95 pr 
1965.66 poled fns wih Cobra Powered by Ford open 
беге, natural finish. ers. $184.95 pr 


429 
460 
Engines 


Finned, Natural Finish Aluminum Valve 
Covers for 429-460 engines 
roose Сора 460, Сома 429, Cobra or straight fined. 
мына tioning, excelent for Cabra, Torino, Cobra kit cat, 
Меш. tke and oter Hipo Ford... $204.95 por pair 
Cobra Oval Air 
[| Cleaner Assemblies 
Assembly cones with ast, 
detailed Cobra letter finned 


vers $140.95 pr. 

(оосо wit 

breather oles 

гран) 

2. Sting & Helings 8 1/2" chromo air cleaner. $69.95 ea. 

(completo with ter, hardware and decal) 

э. Auminun cold air box “turkey pan" for 

‘ingle quad carb only (unpolished) $199.95, 
427 Саа tt fonder & valve cover emboms. $1635 оа. 


1434 E. Pleasant Valley Bivd. * Altoona, PA 16602 
Mon-Fri: 8AM-9PH, Sat: ЮАМ-5РМ * Phone orders accepted 


Toll Free (U.S. & Canada) 800-458-3477] 
For Information 814-942-1869 • FAX 


Add 8%6 for shipping insurance 
($4 minimum shipping fee). 


SPECIALTY SCENE 


JPR CARS TO BUILD GATSBY AT 
CARLISLE SHOW 


JPR Cars has announced it will be buildin; 
Gatsby Cabriolet neoclassics during the Vi i cani 
Зе Carlisle Import-Kit/Replica Show Мау 19-21, as they 
lid at last year’s venue. The company is looking for part- 
ier in this endeavor, ranging from donor car to aftermar- 
MER. For more information, contact JPR, 
Mui or visit the Web site: welcome.to/gatsby. 

_ The company is also sponsoring a new club, the Vir- 
pum de Club, and is looking for any owners/builders 
"us ity cars in the state to join. JPR is also involved 
wit bee eid Club for owners of that. marque. 
Search for its Web site е) ү. л 

e site at www.freeyellow.com/mem- 
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By Harold Pace 
How To Вл A Custom CAR By Paradigm Monufoct 


pany, Paradigm Manufacturing, has publi 
tal chock fll of ideas, ip, and trio femen апа, 
ing to build a car from the ground up. The bool oq 
such topics as donor cars, creating a body with fo 
and plywood, electrical system, and finishing tl 
Lee's car shown here uses a Cadillac Eldorado hero” 
wheel-drive system placed in the mid-engine positi 
and the front suspension clip from a Chevy Monte о" 
Carlo. The discussion applies to virtually any type of 
car you can dream up, and it approaches such a proje 
in а very logical, planned method, complete with ^ ^ 
required tools, materials, and safety concerns, 


'ontact Paradigm Ма ing, 
11805, Glendale, AZ S808 1908 eae КС, РО, Bor 


Success always occurs in private, 
and failure in full view. 


Annual Sprin 

х g 

a орны MONTZUMA'S Ferran 

„ When Burt Levy unveiled 

Open Road, in 1994 it was greeted 

ave reviews from the sports 

rae reviews from the sports car press. Not only 

tel the sory of the beginnings of sport opis Feri 
in the early 305, but it was a really great 


novel as well ғ 
novel as vell The character: Jed by mechanic Buddy 
ani 


the techni 
do that h; 
n 


st novel, The Las 
with a chorus of 


82 oops Lth Great Takes Ne х 
ns, Bardo ei 
| St ds, Bertien ed mountain passos 
га Imusclecars Mexico to manag- 
Тн May 20: 14. rough. flat airport runways of 


Hotel, Oklahoma "Spas - h КА colorful ero 


incl 
atnik party in Greenwich Vil- 
on of Buddy's 


b ramental in kee 
lv sports cars aliv 
of us with non-G 


рсе 
July 9: 3rd Annual Ch 5 The Pos 
Sala re бын 
уо at вһапК155дас. n x 
її: nd th 
woke Raceway Park, Indianapolis, IN Cose Mable Ferran 


classics through 64. Racers ose 
NP "teils хы een 


one with an interest in cl 


topenroad.com 

iria. ^ 
woke. a» well as T 
0-95.42 


heres 
у ou сап buy both of | 
hirts and other items, ISE 


Based on a car Gary Lee built from scratch, his с 
his com. 


jone want. 


Our kit was specifically engineered around 


the 5.0 Mustang, a donor car that is 
remarkable for it's performance, 
value and aftermarket support. 


You can „в 
pay more, 
you just 
can't get 

more. 


Take a good look at some of the reasons 
why Factory Five Racing has completely 
redefined quality and value in 

today's replica market, 


Racing development and 
quality engineering go hand 
in hand. Our commitment to 

racing has enabled us to build 
the most dependable, street. 
going Cobra replica ever. 


Check underneath our 
accurate 427 SC body and 
you'll find the finest original style 


ound tube frame ever. It is 
computer designed and made from 
the highest quality materials. 


The unique combination of modern 
running gear and classic design 
delivers world class performance 
that is reliable and comfortable. 


To build a great replica you need to 
start with the best parts. Our standard 
parts include items like the original 
British components, a tubular front 
suspension with aluminum coil-over 
shocks, authentic three point roll 

bar and four-into-one side exhaust. 


To receive our free 24 page information 
package, please call (508) 291-3443. 


Innovative engineering, authentic 
design and high quality components 
earned us Peterson's "Best Buy" 

Cobra Kit Award. 


ONE-OFF 
Martin McGlamery * Melbourne, FL 
Mr. McGlamery took a different approach to a 


Fiero 


rebody by designing and fabricating panels to alter the саге 


looks without having to remove any of the original body- 
work. His cost to convert the Pontiac was about $1,000, 
paltry amount considering the cost of kits on the market. 
The disguise panels were made of foam-flled fiberglass 
panels bonded to the existing body. He calls it "Ferrario." 


ANOTHER ONE-OFF 
Jamie Gilliland * Ontario, Canada 
Called an F-40 Daytona, Mr. Gilliland created this one- 
off cor based on an '88 Chrysler Daytona. The car retains 
i кке gear, Blass (with the exception of the 
|, doors, and other stock gear. Mr. Gilliland’s 
Daytona has gullwing doors, tilt front end, 16 inch Bet 
wheels, a Fiero decklid, and a built-in television. 


OUT OF STORAGE 
Lewis Payne 
Me Paynes Snare О WI 
Mr. Payne's Snake is a CMC model purchased in 199: 
then promptly stored for an extended time. Sure, some of” 
the parts were missing, but that didn’t stop him from 
finally completing the car recently. The powerplant а '90 
Mustang GT coupled to а Т5 transmission, The Snake 
sports Stewart-Warner gauges, PS Engineering wheels 
ВВК control arms, Mallory fuel pump, Hypertech chip” 
and a host of other go-fast goodies. 5 
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PRO BUILT 
Robert Grossman * Pitisburgh, PA 

Everett-Morrison built Mr. Grossman’s Cobra replica 
and fitted it with a '68 428 Cobra Jet big-block built by 
Mark Brewer of Motorworks in Greensburg, Pennsylva- 
nia. Mr. Grossman told us of his exhaustive search for just 
the right car and emphasized visiting the factories, as we 
always encourage. He also spoke with nearly 75 owners 
around the country as he was narrowing his choices. The 
car is loaded with performance goodies and “...is a real 
sereamer 


ANOTHER PRO BUILD 
Dwight Walters 
Buda, TX 
The pros at ERA built Mr. Walters Snake with the 
heartbeat of a monster. The rare 427 SOHC (Cammer) 
motor was brand new in the crate without engine time 
other than on the dyno. The dyno numbers indicate 600 
hp on pump gas Mr Waltera chose ERA for their experi- 
ling the rare Camı : 
along with their quality build level a ePlioas 


5.0 SNAKE 


3 Tim McCabe « Mi: а 
‘Tim McCabe, a man of few wpis Л СА 


LITTLE GTO 
Dick Goodman 
Rochester Hills, MI | 
Finally finished, Mr. Good- | 
man's Alpha One GTO kit, pur- 
chased from Joe Alphabet, is 
stunning and at the same time 
powerful. Built on a '71 Datsun 
2402, the car is powered by a. А 
365hp 327 Chevy bolted to а Т5 
transmission. The engine is out- | 
fitted with plenty of go-fast 
goodies, and looks as good as it 
runs. The interior of the car was 
completely updated and fea- 
tures a replica of the '62 Ferrari 
GTO dash, complete with Stew- 
art-Warner gauges, including a 
5.25-inch tach and speedo. 


QUITE A PAIR A 
David and Jack Thompson * Boone, 
й ıd son Thompson team 
Why settle for just one kit project? The father and son 
undertook two projects simultaneously and have just finished both cars. The 
Cobra replica is an Antique and Collectibles kit and the flared Speedster is 
from Fiberfab. It must have been a great father and son bonding experience. 


Kc 


LIVE THE COOL LIFE! 


VINTAGE AIR 


Custom FIT SERIES 

AIR CONDITIONING 
HEATING AND 
DEFROST SYSTEMS 

CUSTOM FIT SYSTEM FEATURES: 

м Mounts Completely Behind The Dash 

v Cleans Up Firewall For A Custom Look. 

и In Dash Or Under Dash A/C Vents. 

v Floor Exit Heat/Dehumidified Defrost 

м 22 Years Of Proven Performance 


We MAKE VINTAGE А Systems For 
Virruauy Аму Кт CAR! 


= o 


% = 
Air Systems have been installed in 
Моде ап Бї vehicles hon all other a/e 
manufacturers systems р Ом. 22 
rs of experience in ће street rod an 
Уве cor ond tuck hobby ensure you ofthe 
fighest quality ond proven reliability. You've 
pu in tha time ond money to have your dream 
Par. Why not enjoy the comfort of an 
engineered climate control sytem? 


Ror [uar a parts Tis 
Ra bour complete 
guide Lo air 


$5 ditio nin 
systems. $5.00 e 


Carl 


1 pliable 
by itself when in the form of strands. 
When you embed carbon fiber in resin 


why this amazing, high-tech material 
is found in tennis rackets, golf clubs, 
Formula cars, sailboat masts, and 
even stealth aircraft wings. How can 
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on-Fiber Stitching to Improve 
Fiberglass Mods and 
= | 


the kit car builder benefit from car- 
bon fibers tremendous strength and 
light weight? Making an entire car 
body out of it is the ultimate, though 
expensive, approach. 

How about for smaller projects 
such as reinforcing high-stress areas 
like edges, repairs, or modified pieces? 
Henry Caroselli of Caroselli Design 
(manufacturer of the Rodster rebody 
for the Chevy 8-10 Blazer) showed us 
how with his carbon-fiber stitching 
technique. He says this simple 


method is so effective that it’s stronger 
han the surrounding material. He 
also employs a similar technique in 
the lay-up of his Rodster bodies. 

In certain high-tech applications 
M as ا‎ epoxy resin is used 

пахішіге the tensile strenj 
carbon fiber. That is presen 
ideal combination, but not too practi- 
cal for kit applications because epoxy 
is much more expensive than poly- 
ester resin, and harder to work with 
since it takes much longer to cure. 


Carbon fiber is available in several 
forms. Shown here are individual 
strands (which we used for the 
stitching project shown here), woven 
cloth (for covering broad areas), and 
unidirectional tape with S-glass (for 
reinforcing specific sections). 


Several hybrid polyester resins have 
come on the market in recent years 
that are less expensive and more 
appropriate for use on kit cars. Note, 
too, that carbon fiber is also relatively 
expensive—about $65 per yard—but 
you don't need very much to do the 
job. Just a few strands in a small part 
can make a big difference. Although 
we're showing you how to use it when 
widening a hoodscoop, this same tech- 
nique could just as easily be used to 
flare some fenders or repair a crack. 


Laminating resin is the better choice 
for this type of project to ensure 
sufficient strength. Sanding resin is 
better as a follow-up layer to fill 
voids and create a smooth surface, 
and finishing resin is for the final 
topcoat. For accuracy, use a 
measuring bottle when mixing in the 
catalyst. A little goes a long way, and 
you have to use it sparingly in hot 
weather and/or direct sunlight. 


ўе 


When cutting fiberglass, don’t ignore 
basic safety gear such as goggles 
and a dust mask. A carbide blade 
will slice through much more quickly 
and with less pressure, too. Hold a 
vacuum cleaner hose next to the 
cutting blade in order to minimize 
airborne debris and dust. 


The ultimate in performance 
and protection... вА? 
wl, ETEM 
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Exhaust Jackets are easy to apply and can 

be installed with headers mounted. Reduces. 

under-hood temperature up to 

70%. Increases HORSEPOWER 

and TORQUE. Jackets withstand 

temperature up to 2000°F. 

Includes enough material to 

cover 22° of each primary tube 

and all necessary fasteners. 


A Cal today to receive your tree 
001 п brochure co the compete ine 


duam prj ot Thermo-Tec® insulating 


products 
AREAS ius aeeaiei con 


PO. Bor 96 + Greenwich, Obio 44837 USA. 
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Use a felt-tip pen to mark the area 
that will be covered with resin, 
fibergiass, and carbon 
though laminating resin tends to eat 
into a cured piece of fibergiass, it's а 
good idea to rough-up the surface 
with ccerse-grit sandpaper in order 
to remove dirt or oii, and also to 
среп up the pores of the surface for 
better bonding. 


If possible, leave а portion of the 
piece to be modified intact. This 
makes it easier to work with the 
piece and keep its proper shape. 


When sanding, feather ihe edges a 
Bit io eliminate hard comers which 
can interfere with a smooth lay-up. 


A&B Red plastic construction tape 
makes a good backing surface. it 
stretches io ЇЙ, and easily sticks io. 
fiberglass. Masking tape is CK to 


Cut about three Ш 
Ounce matis as you 
need. You don't wan 


295 22 much three. 
nk you'll 


use аз weil iî you apply some wax to пу 10 cut more pecas ДИ ОШ and 
it as a release agent. Use paint sticks — working pisces while you're 
апа duct tape io reinforce ine yd in. i you have 


baci 


ide of the red iape. 
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Ideally, the resin-to-glass ratio 
should be about 60/40. Use as much 
fiberglass as possible, because 
that's what provides strength. 


While the resin is stilt ir 

wet, lay in X- 
Zmd е of carbon fiber. Use 
extra strands at the en iher 
high-siress areas. 21019 


SOURCE 
Coroselli Design 
Dept. KC 
128 Center St, Ste. B. 
El Segundo, CA 90245 

| 310/322-2767 
| www.rodster.com 


Be sure to sandwich the carbon fiber 
between layers of matte. Carbon 
fiber develops its strength when it's 
part of a laminate. 


Finish off the section with a layer of 
3- to 10-оипсе cloth. Be sure to wet 
‘out the fiberglass thoroughly with 
resin until it becomes translucent. 
Once this section cures, remove the 
tape and grind down the excess on 
the reverse side. 


Note the 
addition 


fiber cloth 
and 
‘strands in 
the lay-up 
of the 
Rodster 
nose. 
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|Get Serious 


Performance 


Small blocks & big blocks... 
Trannys - 350's, Toploaders, 

C-6's and more... 
Turn-key combinations... 
Cobra Packages! 
Its an asphalt jungle out there and you've got to be performance 
wise to survive. Performance engines, transmissions and compo- 
nents from JASPER are built to come out fighting in the survival of 
the fittest. We have power ranges to fit a multitude of kit car 
applications. So whether you want to stay ahead of the pack or 
have them eat your dust, let JASPER devour your competition! 
Balanced engine assembly, align 
honing, square decking, torque 
plate honing... and more. 


Call us for a free quotation 


1-800-827-7455 


815 Wernsing Rd. - Jasper, IN 47546 
А division of 
Jasper Engines & Transmissions Not legal for sale or use in California. 
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When You 
Want The Best, 
Buy VINTAGE. .« 


The Vintage Speedster 
— Mike Cohen 


istic 


The E.R. A. 289 FIA/USRRC 


By Joe Greeves 
PUCTOGRAPHY: JOE GREEVES 


ike a lot of people in 
best of both work 
play at it ever 
Enza is the distributae 
just abont every Ol 
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original small-block car and his T 
current 427 Cob 
basic package included an authentic, jig welded pes 
round-tube chassis, with a choice of four different suspen. 
Son packages. Enzo has always been impressed by the j 
lent Corvette suspension, and chose it f 
ully independ ension, and chose it for hi 
car calling it пе of those pelt engineering pita 
fons” Al of the suspension pieces were updated to 
include new shocks universal joints, rotors, pads, and 
calipers. Steering combines Corvette rack-and. inion wi 
a Mustang column. He used a Dana 44 rear with 3 1 
, п п strong T pde: 
cape erp scheduled ie ше 
е'67 Ford 427 FE Side Oiler is equipped with 


medium-riser hea 3 
medium riser heads, MSD ignition, LeMans rods, а steel 


crank, Keith Black 11:1 flat pistons, an aluminum 
pump, four Weber 48 IDA carburetors, a hi gh capadty ol 
раа Ена а Маріо stainless steel headers. Engine 
Bade Lian White assembled e motor, mateh-porting 
he heads, intake, and exhaust, The engine 
was completely torn down, checked, reas vetlel mated 
vur-speed Top Loader transmis inte 
installed in the chassis, Once he was sure pirata) 
^ uilt mporary panel with all ess: \ 
rauges and aces ауа he ond ron and tane the 
ene, Ee та eying before the body was mounted. 
коше Everett Morrison 427 SC, chopper gun body is 
хоолой at stress points with tr-azaal glass fibers, and 
major inner panels including the cockpit foot-box 
=) assembly, trunk 
Ы box, and front 
wheel inserts, 
laminated into 
place before the 
body is released 
from the mold. То 
ensure the per- 
fect, Lexus-style 
gaps in the doors, 
hood, and trunk, 
Enzo installed all 
ofthe weather- 
Stripping, hinges, 
and latches, and 
glassed over all of 
the seams. Fort 


Lauderdale paint-shop owner Robert Glasson smoothed 
the car with the panels in place, then carefully cut the 
gaps and adjusted the fit until perfect. He also sprayed the 
PPG Mustang Yellow basceoat/dearcoat. The tapering 
black center stripes were aligned with a laser to ensure 
perfect symmetry. 

With the freshly painted body joined to the powder- 
coated chassis, Enzo began the process of detailing the car 
Eighty-four individually formed aluminum panels line the 
engine bay, trunk, radiator shroud, belly pan, and even 
the glove compartment. Although he had never done it 
before, Enzo learned the process by trial and error, shap- 
ing each one on his newly acquired metal brake and shear. 
His engineering degree and knowledge of physics led to 
the design of a custom radiator shroud, employing a taper- 
ing duct that accelerated the flow of air to the radiator and 
significantly increased engine cooling. He has retrofitted 
this shroud to several other Cobras with dramatic results. 

"The final step for the completed body and chassis was 
the interior. The black leather package from Everett- 
Morrison included door panels, dashboard, plush black 
carpeting, and lumbar-support seats. Enzo added a five- 
point, cam lock seatbelt harness, a seven gauge Stewart- 
Warner package with a 180-mph reversed speedometer, a 

set of original pedals with AC emblems and, naturally, a 
lassie 16-inch Moto-Lita steering wheel. But there are 
dozens of other interesting touches everywhere on the car. 
For example, the hoodscoop, with its authentic array of 
rivets, can be removed to allow velocity stacks on the 
Weber carburetors. The single rollbar, bullet mirrors, 
зіс АШ gas cap, and Lucas headlights add to the car's 


authentic feel. The awesome 17-inch Compomotive wheels 
(10 inches wide in front, 12 inches wide in the rear, and 
encased in Goodyear GSC Eagle radials, 255/45 and. 
28540 respectively), increase both looks and traction. 

"The completed car (2 years/2,000 hours) is net only а 
functional work of art, but is also no stranger to South 
Florida's racing circuits. Enzo raced the car at the Home- 
stead track, reporting that the only car that gave him any 
trouble was a brand new Ferrari 355. Of course, with a 
name like Enzo, he may have let the Ferrari pass purely 
but of courtesy. Just like Detroit, Enzo uses his racing 
experience to improve and refine the car. 


Kc 


Everett-Morrison Motorcars 
Dept. KC 
13206 Byrd Dr. 
Odessa, FL 33556 
813/920-0905 


line/Moto-Lita USA 
Dept. KC 
3593 SW 173rd Ter. 
‘Miramar, FL33029 
888/436-9113 
www.cobraaccessories.com 


Kit cars 
[scars have many ‘unique problems when it comes 
е sguirt on some paint. For starters, plain, old, nor- 
Sd Poring cars are ail painted with he same sot olore 
1g whi ut the factor the - 
er hand, neato interesting kit cars are ented 
inted what 


DuPor Nel, 
aint pL Color analyzer is placed over a 
ito a color formula! ^ ree readings, and translates 


ever color the builder 
or the builder/buyer wants, which is very cool from 


an aesthetic point 
toate Gee ae problems when 
touch-up time rolls around. Many kits are 
and the second or third owners ofen havens Bos wh 
ir car is. Mustang Yellow? Viper Yellow? 


Here's the computer 
6 yputerized. R 
a variety of quantities. MUA for mixing your paint in 


Everything is masked off, and small panels are laid out to 
make them easy to get to while painting. 


Corvette War Bonnet Yellow? Whatever-was-in-the-gun- 
that day yellow (otherwise known as “thatsanice” yellow)? 
How do you match your color for minor bodywork repair 
or an extra spoiler or two? 

A related problem can ‘afflict those who have not yet 
painted their kit for the first time. Kit builders can often. 
be spotted with their heads cranking around on the free- 
way ogling colors on passing cars as they plan their own 
"soma adventure. With the wide range of new car colors 
available, it has become less necessary to mix custom col- 
ors to get a wild effect. Pearls and color-change paints are 
available in a zillion colors and sheens. But how do you 
how what the color is on a 728 you spot in a car lot? 
Obviously, “it was a blue Chevy” is too vague a description 
to prevent a miscve, so you have to be more specific. OF 
utomotive that you want 


girlfriend. Aston-Martins were once delivered in shades to 
atch the owner's suit. Perhaps you have a favorite color 
that exists only on your brother's custom motorcycle, or 

аша like to match your paint to the fabric you intend to 


SAVE 57% 


One year for only $9.97 


‘A coat of sealer goes on first, starting with the doorjambs 


and inside fender lips. 


in the hands of the less gifted, unpredictable. To speed the 
process af matching colors, paint manufacturers have made 
great strides in the last few years, and this is a particular 
Boon to kit car builders. To see what's the cutting edge in 
paint, we visited Streetwerks, a high-tech body and paint 
hop that has painted its share of Shelby CSX4000s, custom 
Corvettes, and street rods over the years. They're affiliated 
with DuPont as an Assurance of Quality Facility, which 
lows them to benefit from the latest developments in the 
paint industry as they take place. 

When we first arrived, we were taken aback by the 
large number of changes that have taken place in the 
painting industry. Not that long ago, many custom-paint 
Shops were dingy, dimly lit cubicles that reeked of acetone 
and were covered with a slightly sticky layer of half-dried 
ламе] and fiberglass resin. Not only has the level of pro- 
fessionalism been raised, but safety and environmental 
Concerns have made modem shops much more pleasant 
(and safe) places to work and visit. Streetwerks is brightly 
lit with high-intensity bulbs in the areas where bodywork 
is done, while the paint booth and finish-out areas are lit 

ing. The 
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New Technology Helps You Find the Perfect Shade — 
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Everything is masked off, and small panels are laid out to 
make them easy to get to while painting. 


Corvette War Bonnet Yellow? Whatever-was-in-the gun- 
that-day yellow (otherwise known as "thatsanice" yellow)? 
How do you match your color for minor bodywork repair 
or an extra spoiler or two? 

A related problem can afflict those who have not yet 
painted their kit for the first time. Kit builders can often 
bo spotted with their heads cranking around on the free- 
way ogling colors on passing cars as they plan their own 
chroma adventure. With the wide range of new car colors 
available, ithas become less necessary to mix custom col- 
ors to get а wild effect. Pearls and color-change paints are 
available in a zillion colors and sheens. But how do you 
know what the color is on a 728 you spot in a car lot? 
Obviously, “it was a blue Chevy” is too vague a description 
to prevent a miscue, so you have to be more specific. Ог 
maybe you have something non-automotive that you want. 
to match your color to—say the current hair color of your 
girlfriend. Aston-Martins were once delivered in shades to 
match the owner's suit. Perhaps you have a favorite color. 
that exists only on your brother's custom motorcycle, or 
would like to match your paint to the fabric you intend to 
use to trim the interior. No problem. 

In the past, experienced, professional painters would mix 
paint and shoot it onto fenders, then remix and try again 
until the customer was happy. It was time-consuming and, 


Mark goes over the body with a cloth and an air line to 
blow off dust and lint. 


A coat of sealer goes on first, starting with the doorjambs 
and inside fender lips. 


in the hands of the less gifted, unpredictable. To speed the 
process of matching colors, paint. manufacturers have made 
great strides in the last few years, and this is a particular. 
boon to kit car builders. To see what's the cutting edge in 
paint, we visited Streetwerks, a high-tech body and paint. 
shop that has painted its share of Shelby CSX4000s, custom 
Corvettes, and street rods over the years. They're affiliated 
with DuPont as an Assurance of Quality Facility, which 
allows them to benefit from the latest developments in the 
paint industry as they take place. 

When we first arrived, we were taken aback by the 
large number of changes that have taken place in the 
painting industry. Not that long ago, many custom-paint. 
shops were dingy, dimly lit cubicles that reeked of acetone 
and were covered with a slightly sticky layer of half-dried 
enamel and fiberglass resin. Not only has the level of pro- 
fessionalism been raised, but safety and environmental 
concerns have made modern shops much more pleasant 
(and safe) places to work and visit. Streetwerks is brightly 
lit with high-intensity bulbs in the areas where bodywork 
is done, while the paint booth and finish-out areas are lit 
with special tubes for more accurate color judging. The 
paint-mixing room and paint booth are self-contained, and 
paint is stored in closed containers to prevent evaporation 
of solvents. 


The sealer is then sprayed on the flat surfaces and 
allowed to flash-dry. 
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Mark and Gary Garton go over the sealer looking for 
minor blemishes before applying the color layer. Here 
Gary blocks down a small high spot. 


COMPTICNTAR 


Owner Steve Watkins showed off his new setup by 
directing us to the specialized room where DuPont paints 
are mixed. A lange rack that takes up an entire wall has 
cans of the full range of ingredients that are mixed to cre- 
ate any color and type of paint desired. These include 

ial materials like 
cial top 
peller so that, with the flick of a switch, the 
entire rack is stirred up for mixing at once. 

Not surprising these days, there is a computer with a 
printer that controls the entire mixing process. Once you 
get past Jeff Gordon's smiling face (DuPont, remember?) 

п the screen saver, you get to some impressive software 
that allows for a closer match for repair or custom jobs 
‘than was available in the past. 

If you want to match to a standard production-car 
color, youll need to know the color code. Each car manu- 
facturer hides it in a different. place, but some of the most. 
common points are under the hood, inside the trunk, or in 
the interior. Steve showed us a late-model BMW painted a 


Mark tests his spray pattern on a flat section c 
before committing to fiberglass. O" Of Paper 
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з PMNS 
The dark purple basecoat is first applied to the rockers 
and jambs. 


stunning dark metallic green. Trying to match that color 
from memory would have been impossible, but a quick 
glance under the hood revealed a small tag with the name 
of the color (in German) and a number—324/6 (the 6 
refers to the interior color, so 324 is the exterior-color 
number), We also checked out a metallic eggplant Cor- 
vette that displayed its number in the console lid. If you've 
spotted a car color you like, drop by a dealer and ask the 
manager of the paint department where to find the color 
code for the model you're interested in. DuPont deales 
also have charts that show where to look for the code: 
Armed with this information, you're ready to start. The 
first screen that pops up lets us fill їп the car make and color 
code (the software can also match to other paint-company 
color codes), then gives us a printout of the weight of the 
ingredients needed to produce that color. From there, a 
can in the appropriate size for the job at hand is placed on 
а digital paint scale. This handy gizmo reads out the 
weight of the contents of the can as each ingredient on the 
list is added. Steve reaches for the first can of paint on the 
list and pours in the required amount. Then he adds the 
tints, powdered pearl pigments, binders, and balancers 
that go into making a modern urethane paint. As each ele- 
ment is added, the scale reads out the total weight until 
everything is inside. The adhesive-backed printout can 


VES. 


: = nt 
One challenge you'll encounter as an LS427 owner is enjoying 
its company alone: wherever you go, it attracts admirers and stirs a 
few passions. 

The beauty's in the details: run your hands over the sculpted fender 
flares; note the smooth seams, the clean lines, the muscular, menac- 
ing stance, the thicker rollbar. Our careful attention to detail is what 
distinguishes your Lone Star Cobra replica from all others. 


Lasting beauty: your Lone Star 427 roadster's body is handlai 
using only premium vinylester resin for unsurpassed uniformity, dur 
bility and fit & finish. 

Under the skin: you'll uncover nothing but the finest componentry. A 
robust, superbly-crafted chassis, ready for track or street. Overbuilt? 
Perhaps. But you can be confident that your 15427 frame incorp- 
orates the industry's highest standards of rigidity, safety, perfor- 
mance. If you spring for the top-of-the-line 427 turnkey 
serpent, you get a thundering, Larry Lingafelter/Edelbrock'- 
equipped FE big-block powerplant teamed with a Tremec® 5-speed, 
poised to brush away all challengers. 


For FREE information, please give us a call on our new toll-free number, 
or check out our website at: www.cobracountry.com/lonestar 


EN S 
Lone Star ў 
Classics, Inc. 


2290 Mj, Hicks Road * Hangar #28-R 
^- "Fort Worth, Texas 76131 


V^ Call now toll-free 


í (877) 572-2277 


Fax: (817) 439-5722 


“Please note our new location and phone numbers. 
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of industry professionals includes 
5, certified automotive 


Tri-State © MotorSports 
(717) 859-5487 


Classes are held at Tri-State's new 
17,000 sy. fi. assembly facility, located 
‘ane hour west of Philadelphia PA. Class 


ensure personal instruction. fom 
py be есуш Сез © racor Fre Racing, те. 
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Fine wet-sanding follows to ensure а smooth final finish. 


COMPTICATOR 


then be stuck on the can before it’s thoroughly shaken on 
а mixing machine, 

‘This procedure will get you very close to the color 
you're matching. For an overall respray this is probably all 
you'll need, but if you're touching up an existing paint job 
you may still have some fine-tuning to do. After all, the 
paint will invariably have faded a bit over the years. Steve 
then puts the paint in a gun and sprays it on a test piece, 
‘This can then be held next to the original paint and 
checked for shading. Ifit's too light or dark, it's back to the 
computer for advice. DuPont's software anticipates this 
with a series of recommendations for getting a perfect 
match, even to а not-soperfect original paint job. 


MATCHING WITHOUTA CODE 

ut les make it harder. You have no code, only an old 
fendervinyl swatelvmotoreycle fuel tank, and you wort be 
happy until your newly finished kit is the exact same color. 
DuPont has developed a digital tool for just such a Situa- 


Final its imer 
ге at the gun. Three р hes 
recolor-sanding and buffing. Even with an effective ss 
Tomoval system in the paint booth, the clearcoat realy 
puts outa fog. The use of a top-quality respirator is 


absolutely necessary. 


tion called the ChromaVision Color Matching System Т 
is a putty-colored box containing a sophisticated color 
meter that will analyze any color it can be placed over, I 
actually takes three readings and averages them, just to be 
on the safe side. Then this unit is plugged into the DuPont 
computer and the reading is uploaded. Color Net software 
compares the readings in the DuPont stock code and either 
finds a match or creates a formula for that color. 


WINGING IT 

Of course, you may not have found your perfect color 
yet. Maybe a Porsche red is close, but a touch too orange, 
and you want a hint of pearl mixed in. DuPont, like most 
paint manufacturers, has color-chip books with small san- 
ples to pick from. Each of these chips will be referenced ta 
а formula that the dealer can mix. However, be aware 
that picking colors from smalll chips can be misleading. 
Dark colors tend to look even darker in small samples ani 
the chip may not be an exact match to what your car will 
look like. Take the sample chips outside in the daylight to 
make your final decision (fluorescent and tungsten indoor 
lighting can be misleading). After all, your color must look 
correct outdoors. Finally, ask your painter to shoot you a 
larger sample before signing off on the color for your final 
paint job. Once you have decided on your paint formula, 


Hey i 
"e, Mark finishes out the small panels. 


Mark adds paint while watching the readout on the digital 
paint scale. Note the "recipe" is printed out in the 
foreground. Paint is stored in closed containers on the 
back wall with a built-in stirring mechanism so that all 
containers can be mixed at once. 


The final spray is over the flat sections on the top. Note 
Mark's technique for keeping the gun parallel to the 
surface. After drying, the finish will be color-sanded and 
buffed to remove the "plastic" look of urethane clearcoat. 


be sure to save the printout so you can have touch-up 
paint mixed down the road, and have them mix a little SOURCE 
extra for stone chips and such. amem 
INTO THE BOOTH Dept. KC 

9 BO 5401 1-35Е 


Corinth, TX 76205 


‘Once the magic elixir was mixed, it was time to squirt 
940/270-8000 


it on some fiberglass. Streetwerks painter Mark Gallardo 
just happened to have a dark purple Corvette all taped up 


and ready to go. 
and ready to gc kë 


[Builda Cobra Replica — 


with us in three days! 


This workshop is ideal for those who have 
always wanted to build a Cobra Replica 
af their own, or want to learn more about 
State-of-the-art performance car design, 
engineering and assembly. 


Enroll now in our three-day Cobra 
building workshop and you'll get the 
chance to assemble a Cobra Replica 
kit from bare frame to finished car. 


Our team of industry professionals includes 
mechanical engineers, certified automotive 
‘mechanics, experienced race car drivers 
and hard-core Cobra enthusiasts. 


For more information regard 
schedules and prices. 0 
t class, cell 


Endorsed By 
Factory Five Racing, Inc. 


He adds his own refinements, gi 
ing customers a personalized к 
б оул design, and incorporates 
qum ee ae 
a ido orders the 


T pie 


ion rear with 3.50 
a four-link 


yn design, an unusual 
to support the 


bumps. Under normal condition: 
ain coiled 


‘coming into play during hard 
g or bumpy roads. The unique 


tomer, but Candido reports that d 
0 


gin. He spices up the Chevy 
РІ 198 roller 
am, a perfe 
with long-tube heade 
Turbo mufflers, and a serpentine 
to power the high-output alternator 
and heavy-duty air conditioner. Zero 
to sixty times for the lightweight car 
are in the six-second range. 
trans- 
ailable, 
dual-pattern 
automatic has become very 
popular. His 700-R4 transmis- 
sion can be left in Drive for 
hift-free driving or, for a 
rtier feel, you can 


d in plac 
в true, he riv 


one anotht 

While Candido makes 
Jf builders should plan to 
nount of time on the car. 


about three months, start to 
more than two dozen 
rer spends much time 
with the instruction m: 
Candido adds another specialty 

Super Healey. Genuine Connolly 
seats, real walnut, oak, or mahogany 

vood trim, and stealth Sony/ Kenwood 
stereo systems ensure luxury to match 
the car’s scorching performance. A 
blank-face гео is concealed in the 
handcrafted wood dash. The antenna is 
mounted underneath the fiberglass cowl 
(which does not block radio reception) 
and speakers are hidden throughout the 
interior. Candido even uses small sec- 
tions of the rear fenderwells as sound 
chambers, adding resonance to the 
larger rear speakers. The hand-rubbed 
wood dash contains a full complement 
LL of VDO gauges, and the GM 


The Sebring MX 
from Classic Roadsters 


our small block chevy MX was crowned the Clas: 
1224 second quarter mile in the drags! 

rican craftsmanship and ingenuit 
customers have to say. 
none of which i 
= Doug Fry, 


Atthe 1995 "Run and бит 
also logged an impressive 


White hot performance and siyling with Am 
what а few of the thousands of satisfied Sebring 


"I've had 5 Austin-Healey’, 2 Triumphs and 1 Corvette, 
Sebring. It was fun to build, but driving it iS awesome!” 


"fou have an outstanding sports car that, de 
surpasses any available vehicle on the roa 
Тате and tm are of excellent qu 

~ Maurice D. Menard, Quebec 
таке a good look at the basics and compare quality 
engineering and value. 

We're confident you'll choose a Classic Roadster. 


Call Now for FREE Brochures! 


1-800-373-9000 , 


rd 


SOURCE 


Cavaliere Cars 
Dept. KC 
Po 1 FI 


jollar for dolar, equals and even 


айу. Our mechanic was truly impressed, 


jn 
Ф 

* YES! 
Ф Please rush 

4^ me FREE pricing 

Р; info & brochures on: 
Per 

Ф“ assemble Kit 

О Sebring MX Brochure 

,# O Factory Built Car 


s A road course champion. The same car 


ity, thats the Sebring MX. Listen to 


is any thing close lo my 
, Maryand 


d today. The fiberglass, interior, “Ta Crise 497 Cobra Brochure 


‘Business Opportunities Brochure 
e мапе. 
4^ Occupation — ——— 
Ph. (Day) B.) 
(Ere) (_) ————————————— 
Street Se Чэ 
92р 
Jassic Roadsters 
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‘om Reier is one of those old-time, “bugs in your 
teeth” kind of guys who love to add adventure to 
the art of driving. Tom has been a biker for years, 
riding an assortment of machinery but with a lear- 
ing toward BMWs. Four years ago, he read about a 
British kit car called а Grinnall Scorpion, based on 


the top end, and cost a quar- 
exotic. 


The cars square- 
design is clean and 


breeze 
lacement of the power. 
EN by the body and 
à suspensi 
Wishbone design that 
shocks inside the 


arm on the motorcycle powertrain which is bolted diro 
сагв space frame, 
After talkin, 
wrecked donor 
the most 


and that he would not regret building one. In 
arly 1996, Tom ordered his kit and it arrived from England in 
February 1999, 


‘Tom opted for the “$ 
$12,000 plus shipping, 
extensive parts listing 
the arrival just around the corner, 
Chris offered to come out to Califor- 
nia to help Tom put his car 
together. So, two weeks after 
the kit arrived, Chris 
turned up to help get the 

Scorpion rolling. 
The pair 


‘Self-Assembly Option” for approximately | 
taxes, and customs. The kit comes with an 
of over 200 parts and fasteners. 


w f 


‘thrashed on assembling the саг for nearly two weeks and, accord- 
ing to Tom, ‘Tove Chris a major thank for his hard work There 


und 


n assembly. Total &arnaro 
е kit to lining it up at the DMV fora regis- 
lays. 

mim 
ever imagined Driving jt is a mix ofı il 
Skis end neon ана тїс олай and automobile 

rolling 


ion is more fun than T could have 


last off the line, it sticks to the road 


Jike a can of lue" 
The 


uses the stock BMW instrument 
За a leather- bound МОМО. 


According to. 
"Tom, "The Scor- 
pion’s 5050 
weight bias and 
its gluelike grip 
combine to gen- 
erate an amaz- 
‘ingly high level 
of adhesion = “ш 
(read: lateral g-force) especially for a three-wheol car. Not only. 
it quick and sharp to drive, it's agile and forgiving when making: 


directional changes in high-speed turns which would upset some > 
four-wheel cars. : 


One print that Tom had not taken into account when he 
ion was just how much attention it would gx 

't want to meet and talk with People, forget this саг. 
2e—young, old, and in between—wants to know about iti 


кс 


Bewdley, үү; 
Phone: 01144 1299 822862 e Www.sunagor.com/scorp 


Moto-Lita? USA exclusi 


sering wheels 
e pedal assemblies 

e dash instruments 

* fonneay tops 

e windshields 

e wind wings 

* oil coolers 

son visors 

e fuel cops 

@ emblems 


e bumpers 


Your one-stop shopping mall 


© seatbelts for parts & accessories for your 

e switches ; 

Sos Cobra replica Open 7 days a week. Ask for me, Enzo Alibrandi, at: 

ae Finish Line Inc./Moto-Lita USA 
Shue 3593 SW. 173rd Terrace, Miramar, FL 32029, phone (954) 436-9101 
latches Ea (888) 436 -91 1 3 toll free order line 
sich Еи А phe | 
senis Aste cl cle www.cobraaccessories.com 

efons койу over 150 ems! $ 
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ALTERNATIVE KITS 


And Now for Something Completely Different 


Ithough you might think 


from the name of this mag- 
its are 


azine thi 
confined to 


our int 
аг kits, well 


that's actually not entirely true. At 


the risk of sounding like Dr. S 
kits that go f 
hat fly, ki 
kits that hover, and kits that. 
provide cover. We even like kits 
that dig ditches. We like kit 
You see, once the do-it-yourself 
's hard to put a 
one thing, you can 
опеу building some- 
If. OK, maybe cost is 
not the only rea 


ing completed a project, whether 

i's a Heathkit radio, a bad 
swing set, e-powered 
Jet. We even enjoy putting our own 
garage shelves together (although 
we've struggled with those more 
than we care to admit; 

3 tion on Alternative Kits 
has some precedence in stories 
мехе done in the recent past on 
things like kit airplanes, kit boats, 
and even a kit submarine. Though 

а kit car magazine, the © 
response to those stories was quite 
strong and. in some eas 

ses, over 

whelming for those we wrote 
about. Our thought is that since 
were all of a homebuilt mindset, 
жете interested in anything that 
we can do ourselves. We would, of 
ащ е, draw the line at home 
surgeries, legal kits, a kit Boeing 
fr or huma cloning, but things 
iw Planes, helicopters, hover. 
craft, boats, machinery, 

achinery, and even 
homes should be of ‘Interest. 

Anyway. in our relentless pur- 

suit of new and interesting kits to 
consume your idle weekends they 
ou didn't really want to mow the 
lawn. did you? ), we've rounded uy 
possel o peculiar projets. We've 
always known about the aircraft 
kits. but even we were surprised 
кз ШЕ range of things to 
Check “em out. and if you don't fin 
that space shuttle project you've d 
been looking for. bear with vs. 

©те working on it 


By Steve Temple and Truman Temple 
Aerocomp 


Cedar Rapids, 


Planes 


lowa, which is 


known as "Ноте 


The company's 
specialty is 
“utility” airplanes 


of the Originals,” 
It designs and 
develops pedal toy 


built of composites. Aerocomp's priorities 
include high useful loads, low construction 


| times, and reasonable prices. Practically anyone 


with the motivation and desire can assemble 
оле of these airplane kits. 

Time to complete an airplane varies widely 
depending on the individual and the specifics of 
hisher project. Several models and factory 
demonstrators have been assembled in about 
600 hours. Float installations will typically 


Aerocomp Inc. 
Dept. KC. 

2335 Newfound Harbor Dr. 
Merritt Island, FL 32952. 
httpy/aerocompine.com 

407/453-6641 


Aviat Aircraft Inc. 


Aviat Aircraft manufactures the Pitts 
El 

[| Eagle and original parts for other planes. These 
aircraft have been manufactured in Afton, 
Wyoming, since the "40s. They first rolled out of 
"he hangars to serve the Westem states farming 

|| communities. n the "ss, Curtis Pitts designed 
and built the fist ot what was to become the 
Worlds leading aerobatic aiplane—the Pitts 
Special. In the early years, Ше Pitts was 
available only to those who could build trom 
the plans or from homebuil kits. 
cul Ies the Pits became a Fully 

oriented Production Aircraft at the Afton 


| facility, and became accessible to all pilots. 


Aviat Aircraft Inc. 
Dept. KC 
672 S. Washington 
Afton, WY 83110 
307/886-3151 
www aviataireraft.com 


Aviation Products 


Pedal Airplanes 
This company is a Cottage Industry based in 


airplanes thal are 
тергесе 
ыша models of popular arated 
yourself builder. These pedal toys ге designed 
tobe strong, safe, and enjoyable for both the 
litte pilots and the builder. The toys have 
adjustable pedal crank height to accommodate 
the average 3- to 7-year-old child. All models 
utilize basic construction of %-inch exterior grade 
plywood. Control systems are fabricated from 1- 
inch electrical conduit with an industrial caster 
fortailwheel steering. The main wheels are 8 
inches, steel and rubber, lawnmower-type riding 
оп ball bearings. Some of these models utilize 
part of a toy football on the nose to represent the 
prop spinner. 


Aviation Products Inc. 
“Home of the Originals” 
Dept. KC 
P.O. Box 8303 
Cedar Rapids, [A 52408 
|www.netins.nevshowease/pedalplane| 


Big Island 
Package 


Homes 
Big Island 
Package Homes. 
nim ler kit homes in 
include windows, doors, 
lumber, roofing, plumbing, and cabinets, A 
package prices include shi )ping and customized 
plans. You can be ап 'owner/builder and build 
your house on your lot with the help ofa 
Ж. Чан) contractor, and an 
Contractor. Rough-ir 
supplied by the plumber and екй 


Big Island Package Homes 
Dept. KC 
209 Kinoole St. 
Hilo, HI 96721 
808/969-2070 


Www.packagehomes.com 


CADplans 


Corporation 
Many people have 
tried to buy a backhoe or 


a front-end loader, and have found the prices oat 
of each. Yetthey stili need trenches, water, or 
power lines installed, ditches and culverts dug, 
ог mulch and earth moved. That's where 
CADplans offers a solution. Several weekends, 
and one con have a machine to use when the 
digging needs to be done, notat some 
contractor's whim. To keep buyers’ costs down, 
‘CADplans sells only the plans, which include the 
photos, material lists, and video (most roducts). 


CADplans 
Dept. KC 
P.O. Box 0606 
Daleville, VA 24083 
800/817-5267 


www.cadplans.com 


lark Craft 

= Clark Craft 
SB offers te largest 

selection of boat 
plans and kits in 
the country. The 
company has hundreds of boat designs for 
everything rom a 6-oot rowing pram b day -sailers 
to sport fisherman powerboats. The designs have 
been used in thousands of craft built by amateur 
boat builders. If you have never tried such а 
project, consider purchasing one of the Frame or 
Complete Boat Kits to make itall go a little easier. 


Clark Craft 
Dept. KC 
16-99 Aqua Ln. 
‘Tonawanda, NY 14150 
716/873-2640 
www.clarkeraft.com 


Cozy 
Aircraft 
Kits 

According w 
the manufacturer, 
no special skills or previous experience are 
required to build Cozy kits. The plans are written. 
for the average person and first-time builder. 
‘The most important skill required is the 
discipline to consistently read and follow a large 
number of written instructions. They consist of 
‘over 100,000 words, over 1,000 illustrations and 
photographs, and fullsize drawings lo lead you 
step by step. Both the three-place Cozy and four- 
place Cozy Mark IV use the technology designed 
into the Long EZ. 

‘The company estimates a good worker can 
build a Cozy in 2,500 hours. Although some 
might think this is a long time, it's actually 
shorter than it takes to assemble many prefab 
Kits or designs made from aluminum, tube and 
rag, and/or wood. 


Co-Z Development Corp. 
Dept. KC 
2046 N. 63rd Pl. 
Mesa, AZ 85215 
480/981-6401 
wwwcozyaircraft.com 


DreamWings Kit Planes 
The company's 

initial family of 
airplanes consists 
of three designs: 
Rhapsody МК1, 
Rhapsody MK2, 
and Valkyrie. Built 
with advanced yet affordable technology, these 
airplanes feature eye-catching design, 
versatility, easy construction, and low cost of 
‘ownership. With all of these advances, you'll 
have to keep reminding yourself these airplanes 
are шайт. 

‘Standard features for all airplanes include a 
basic instrument package, adjustable folding 
sats with our point safety hamesses, powertul 
hydraulic disc brakes, differential brake 
steering, elevator vim, and gas-strut supported 
hatches and canopies. Airframe kits are priced 
from $10,000 to $16,000. Every airplane 
features easy removal of the canard (if 
equipped), wings, and tail group for convenient 
and low-cost off-airport storage. To reduce. 
maintenance costs, systems are simple and 
parts counts io. 


DreamWings LLC 
Dept. KC 
Lawrence Municipal Airport 
2550 М. Т St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
"785/842-6526 
www.dreamiwings.com 


Europa 
‘The Europa 

Aircraft Company 

has grown rapidly 

since its formation 

in 1991, selling 
over 630 aircraft in 31 diferent countries. The 
Europa kit is designed for the first-time builder, 
and no prior knowledge is assumed. ‘The plans 
and instructions take you in small steps through 
the complete project with explanations of what 
to do, when to do, and how to do. The 
instructions contain an education chapter 
covering techniques, materials used, workshop 
layout, and tools required. Before you start 
bading he airframe, you complete the Europa 
wheel chock as part of the education chapter. 
Thi lesigned to give you practice. and 
Tontidence in the materials and techniques 
used. Because the Europa is ап. advanced build. 
Kit, we estimate that it should take between 500 
ый 1,000 man-hours to complete, depending on 
the level of equipment and finish. 


Europa Aircraft Co. 
Dept. КС 
3925 Aero Pl. 
Lakeland, FL 33811 
863/641-5355 
www.europa-aircraft.com 


Express Aircraft Kit Planes 
Originally designed and introduced in 1987, 
the Express series of composite aircraft offers 


today's kit builder 
a combination of 
speed, beauty, 
comfort, and big 
payloads at an 

j| апогсаше price. 
With recent 
design and 
‘manufacturing updates, an Express can be built 
by the average hobbyist in less than 1,500 
hours, all with the use of normal household 
tools. The Express CT is the original Express that 
retains the smaller, sleeker cruciform tail, while 
the new Express Series 2000 utilizes а larger 
conventional tail tat provides more stability for 
rough air transitions. Both aircraft feature large, 
comfortable cabins that will accommodate even 
the tallest of pilots and passengers. п addition, 
both Express models offer builders range and 
payload capacity combined with an airframe that 
you can easily build at home. 


Express Aircraft Company, LLC 
Dept. KC 
РО. Box 236. 
Olympia, WA 98507 
360/352-0560 
www.express-aircraft com 


company's 
‘modem plant in Edgeley, North Dakota, the 
components for nine classic replicas are 
manufactured by trained and experienced 
craftsmen. Research and development for new 
aircraft is ongoing. Fisher Flying Products’ entire 
line of aircraft is sold throughout the United 
States and in 30 foreign countries. All models 
are available in two builéit-yoursel forms: (1) a 
standard construction kit, which ofers the 
builder the experience of assembling the entire 
aircraft rom precut, shaped, and slotted wooden 
pieces, machined hardware, a formed fiberglass 
cowling, and aluminum fuel tank; and (2) а 
‘quick-build kit that contains a number of 
prefabricated components in addition to the 
standard precut and formed parts found in the 
‘standard kit. Standard construction kits can be 
completed by the average builder in 400-500 
hours, and quickebuild kits reduce the 
construction time to 200-300 hours. 


Fisher Flying Products 
Dept KC 
P.O. Box 468 
Edgeley, ND 58433 
701/493-2286 
www.fisherflying.com 


Flightstar 
Sportplane 
Kits 

‘The company 
carrey produces 
two Flightstar models апі claims they are as 
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complete and finished kits as you can find, with 
по hidden costs associated with building or 
ownership. Ifa part is mentioned in he 
assembly manual, its in the kit—petiod. Each 
Kit comes with new assembly manuals that are 
thorough and detailed. The manuals are broken 
cout into small sections, with large, easy-to-read 
type and lots of CAD artwork. A fight manual 
‘and a maintenance schedule аге included in the 
package. 

Fightstar kts come complete (without back 
orders) and ready to assemble without 
fabrication of components, critical drilling, or 
finishing of the airframe. Basic handtools are all 
that's needed. The simple design of the airframe 
allows proper assembly bythe homebuilder in 
an easy-to-understand manner. The airframe 
components are all aireraft-specification 
aluminum and come finished in a clear or black 
corrosion-esistant, anodized coating. The wing 
is streamlined strut braced with large-diameter, 
tubular spars reinforced wit double sleeves and 
stainless bushings. 


Fightstar Inc. 
Ellington Airport 
Dept. KC 
P.O. Box 760 
Ellington, CT 06029 
860/875-8185 
www Fly-Flightstar.com 
E-mail: fstar@mail2.nai.net 


Glen-L 
Boat Plans 


Boat plans designed 
by Glen-L have been used 
since 1953 by amateur 
boat builders around the. world, мета 
are buit in plywood, stitch and glue, wood, 
fiberglass, aluminum, or steel. All of the 
Company's boat plans include instructions and 
fullsize pattems | to make the boat 
ase, The company answers 

lers concerning their proje 
fax, mail, and e-mail. 5) емие; 


Glen-L Marine Designs 
Dept, KC 
9152 Rosecrans Ave. 
Bellflower, CA 90706 
562/630-6258 
wwvw.glen-l.com 


GeoDomes 
Woodworks 


GeoDomes preci, 
color-coded home kits 


Und Sen 

nted States and every continent of th 

under vitally every climatic, evironment 
and load condition imaginable. GeoDomes © 
Custom Home plans range from elegant 
multiple dome clusters to simple vacation 
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homes. There are hundreds of plans available. 
All GeoDomes plans can be custom-modified to 
‘meet individual needs. Fully original plans can 
also be developed. GeoDomes WoodWorks 
maintains on-staff architectural ability and has 
the capability to certify for all 50 states. 


Logs 


Lincoln 
Logs 


floor plans. The company's design department 
сап also prepare custom plans for your new loy 


GeoDomes WoodWorks Inc. 
Dept. KC 
6876 Indiana Ave. 

Box 4141, Division W 
Riverside, CA 92514 
909/787-8800 
www geodomesine.com 


build your weather-tight shelter. That includes 
the logs and sealant system, windows, doors, 
roof system, and roofing materials. You or your 


home package arrives. You or your contractor 


Kart 
World 


Kart World, а 
Division of KW 
Marketing, is an 
international 
mail-order company that sells both assembled 
and kitgo-carts, min-bikes, all-terrain karts, and 
rating karts. You can also check out Kart World's 
trailers, quad racks, cycle racks, and more at the 
parent company's Web site. An 88-page color. 
‘atalogis available for $3. 


wiring, plumbing, and other finishing materials 


Some of the company's dealers are also builders 


and can do а turnkey project for you. Others 
be able to help you find a contractor in your area, 
Some customers choose to be the general 
contractor themselves, and subcontract out the 
Various phases oftheir project. 


Lincoln Logs Lid. 
Dept. KC 
5 Riverside Dr. 
Chestertown, NY 12817 
800/833-2461 
www.lincolnlogs.com 


Homes 


manufact 
highquality log home Kits with over 90 standar 


home. Packages include the materials needed tg 


contractor will need to prepare the site, and build 
the foundation and first floor deck before your lag 


will also be responsible for the interior materials, 


Kart World 
Dept. KC 
1488 Mentor Ave. 
Painesville, OH 44077 
440/357-5569 
www.kwmarketing.com 
www.kartworld.com 


Lancair 
Kit Planes 


The first 
Lancair 200 was 
developed in 
1984. Today, hat polotype resides ine 
Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) Museum. 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin. In the past decade, 
Lancair has played a key role in defining the 
actual character of the growing kit-plane industry; 
а market segment that now outsells the 
production market flet by more than three to one, 
Today, there are more than 1,500 Lancairs sold in 
‘more than 40 countries, on six continents, 
Hundreds of Lancairs are flying with tens of 
thousands of fight hours logged. Lancair also 
enjoys one of the finest safety records in the 
industry cue in no small part to the Lancair 
me ers Program, First Flight Test. 

, T 

aiam ЦИ Training Program, and Lancair’s 


Redmond, OR 97756 
5419232044. 
www lancair@lancair.com 


Quikkit 
Comoration 
Building your 
own aimerais the 
solution more and 


more people are discovering to combat the high 
cost of owning an aircraft. Offered by Quikkit, the 
Glass Goose is a refined, composite aircraft 
available in kit fom. As an amphibious aircraft, 
the Glass Goose opens up a whole new realm of 
opportunities for the sport pilot. 


Quikkit Inc. 
Dept. KC 
9002 Summer Glen 
Dallas, TX 75243 
214/349-0462 
www.glassgoose.com 


Renaissance Composites 
— Вейи is a 
composite irra kit 
from Renaissance 
Composites. An 
evolution of the Burt 
Rutan-designed 
Long-EZ, the Berkut 
includes such 
features as carvon 
fiber wings, full 
retractable landing gear, enlarged үче г 
fighter-style flip-up canopy. The Венай is available. 
аз а kit with full customer support from the factory. 
c E tandem canard design, 
10-360 developing 180- 
сыс 


With a 2600р Lycoming 10-540 installed, Berkut сап 
guise at 240 KTAS, fying nonstop from Los 
Angeles to Houston. The prototype performed in air 
shows around the county, featuring maneuvers 
pulling more than 9 g's. 


Renaissance Composites 
Dept. KC 
3025 Airport Ave. 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
31091-1943 
www.berkut.com 


high-performance Seawind amphibian is 
available as a kit plane designed for ease of 
construction. The company believes that the 
building process should be an educational and 
satisfying experience. With its unique bonded- 
flange system that's said to speed assembly 
lime with a minimum of tools and equipment, 
the approved Kwick Kit will allow you to 
construct the Seawind in about 2,000 hours, plus 
sanding and finishing. The costof the Seawind is 
comparable to апу four-place land kit plane even 
with its higher structural integrity. 


Rotary 
Air Force 
Marketing 


Rotary Air 
Force 
‘manufactures an aircraft kit called an RAF 2000. 
This rotoreraft is being used for recreation, ag- 
spraying, thermography, border patrols, sherts’ 
departments for drug eradication, and is being 
considered for target drone, unmanned 
reconnaissance vehicles, and other uses 


Rotary Air Force Marketing Inc. 
Dept. KC 
Box 1236 
1107-9th St. W. 
Kindersley, Saskatchewan SOL 180 
'306/463-6030 
www.raf2000.com. 


Rotorway 
Intl. 


The many 
prefabricated 
components of 
the Exec 162F are designed to make the kit an 
easy project for the first-time builder. The 
average build time of only 300 hours is said to 
be one of the lowest in the kitindustry. There is 
no welding о be done, only minor fabrication 
‘work, and all major components are pre- 
assembled. 

Each of the Exec 162F's smaller components 
is provided on detailed, shrint-wrapped cards. 
Fach paris numbered to coincide with the 
construction manuals, prints, and templates. 
Construction manuals are in see-do style, using 
step-by-step photographs. The Exec 162F can be 
built and stored in a one-car garage. The kit was 
designed with the amateur builder in mind and 
по special tools are required. 


Rolorway Intemational 
Dept. KC 
4140 W. Mercury Way 
Chandler, AZ 85226 
‘480/961-1001 
www .rotorway.com 


The 
Seawind 
Amphibian 


The versatile, 


Seawind 
Dept. KC 
P.O. Box 607 
Kimberton, PA 19442 
610/983-3377, 
www.seawindsna.com 


SportSub 


Intemational 
VentureCraft 
Corp. 
manufactures the 
SportSub line of 
submersibles. IVC has built two- and three- 
person mini-subs since 1987 for use aboard 
yachts and in tourist operations around the 
мона. Piloting a submarine around coral reefs, 
over a shipwreck, or around some тоск 
‘outcroppings is a thrill that few people will ever 
experience. The SportSub is a semi-dry, 
ambient pressure submersible. Occupants are 
dry from the waist up in the cockpit. This allows 
them to breathe and talk normally without using 
scuba apparatus. No masks or regulators are. 
wor during a SportSub dive. 


Intemational VentureCraft Corp. 
Dept. KC 
1225 Е. Sunset Dr. 
РМВ500 
Bellingham, WA 98226 
604/220-4141 
www.ivecorp.com/ 


Shelter- 
Kits 
 Shelter-Kit has 
been designing 
‘and manufacturing 
precut post and 
‘beam house kits since 1970. The company says 
almost anyone can build a Shetter-Kit house—no 
Building sills or constuction knowledge is 
needed. Lumber is precut to minute tolerances, S0 
‘only handtools are needed | for assembly. No other 
purchases are necessary for the completion ol 
these weather-tight structures. (Interiors use the 
owner's own materials and designs.) Unit Ones, 
Lofthouses, and Bam-Houses are based on 
standardized framing systems that can be used to 
‘create a wide variety of floor plans in many sizes. 
Sheller-Kit Barns are also sold as precut post. 
and beam kits. They are available in sizes 


ranging from 16x16 teet to 24x64 feet. These are 


extremely rugged, versatile buildings that are 


used for a wide variety of purposes. Numerous 
door and window options are offered. 

Sheiter Ка Bams make great garages. A 
24232400 bam with two overhead, hinged, or 
rolling doors is an ideal size for a two-car 
garage, vith ample room remaining for 2 
workshop or storage. 


Shetter-Kit Incorporated 
Dept. KC 
22W. Mill St. 
Tilton, NH 03276 
603/286-7611 
www.shelterkit.com 


SkyStar 


Aircraft 

SkyStar, а 
manufacturer of 
owner assembled 
aircraft, introduced its original Kitfox airplane in 
1984, which quickly became popular for is 
design, components, ease of assembly, and 
performance. Its distinctive "bump-nose" round 
owing made it easily recognizable among 
lovers of the radial-engine aircraft of yesteryear. 

Today, SkyStar offers the new Series 6 
Convertible, аз well as the Kitox Classic V. And 
for flyers looking for a true ultralight, there's the 
new Kix Lite. 


Skystar Aircraft 
Dept. KC 
3901 Aviation Way 
‘Caldwell, ID 83605 
800/554-8369 
www.skystar.com 


‘Stoddard-Hamilton introduced the Glasair—the 
‘world’s first pre-malded composite kit lane — 
it has been on the leading 
edge of the world of homebuilt aviation. With 
more than 2,000 kits in the field and some 800 
flying aircraft in countries around the world, 
‘Stoddart-Hamitton is said to be one of he 
largest, most established kit plane 
manufacturers. 

Whether your definition of fying fun is 
zooming off on a long cross-country in style and 
comfort, playing fighter pilot or an aftemoor 
your personal aerial hotrod, or dropping into а 
short mountain airstrip with a load of camping 
‘gear, Stoddard-Hamilton has an airplane to fill 
your needs. 


Stoddard-Hamilton Aircraft inc. 
Dept. KC 
18701 58th Ave. NE 
Arlington, WA 98223 
www.stoddard-hamilton.com. 


Ultravia Aero Intl. 
Ultravia has been producing the Pelican 
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3 ways fo get your dream car! 


irplanes for over 18 years. Pelican 


aircraft are designed to have stable, “ea ү: 
т =“ Van's Aircraft inc. 
fly” characteristics. The company's “$, " ept 2 
Т. Buy new — 2. Buy used 3, Build from seratdh| | enables you to build an airplane топот гат 10885 NW Mein St 
Fate malin met Ge he Bargin une’ Den’ buld, remodel оперой | | Weekes. The interior a the Sass zog North Plains, OR 97133 
shopping get our Bible! fib th fuselage is roomy, and the easily achieved 
Mit Car Buyer's glass without {ators is just one of features of he new 
Gla: ро! in. The Pelican "Sport" has excell 
Кї Car Ctssifieds iss Fiber Auto Body | | iow-speed handling ond is STOL capabilities. 


Video Guide 
Construction Simplified | | are an added feature. The рі 
V mes s Я pilot. 
e (eileen НТТР ale fom il gear tl age os 
Tabu Fase, биру abd ond de on panels sunder 6500, This | | or floa 


Kits 


Heads NO, SS Gon, d заза іти Shein Ton tsn ed od 1 
ү i " 
miei gel oe bly a mus RU | || wi Aer Intemctionat inc, Vy 
келк 


Dep 

152-A Industriel, Gatineau 

Quebec Canada J8P 7G7 
819/669-3144 


formed in 1984 by Danny Maher in Setastian, 

Florida, to develop and market a new four-seat 

canard aircraft, based upon the successful Long- 

EZ design. After the prototype flew in duly 1985, 

severa kits were sold and close contact was 

Universal maintained with initial builders to get feedback 
in areas where the design could be and 


r Hovercraft subsequently was improved. The 173 "LW" 


Batis | } a үш ше corfully selected photos. 


Universal (long wing) model went on to further enhance at = 
HA Ime Moers fe Vcloch design 1997 Velcl created the These proprietary coatings: 
a аге designed to big "XL" model, based upon over a decade of йат: ilv. wder 
float ke a boat. Some UR model hover ca айтай experience. The company introduced the * Look brilliant; actually contain silver po а 
tat sone redo seeds with ony he "SUV." an entry-level kit, at Oshkosh 1999. * Extend header life by 10 times plus! 
. This allows you to use the م‎ 9 
my Ў hovercraft for fishing, skiing, swimming, and Velocity Inc. ] * Boost power (up to 3 %) 
.00 + $4.00 sth 1 year subscription more. Hovercraft are licensed like a boat. If you Dept. KC * Reduce engine-bay temps by 
ree IIT УИ $16.00 «54.00 would like to request further information 200 W. Airport Dr. over 300°F at speed 


| Mail orders: ALI mmm regarding Universal Hovererafts products Sebastian, FL 32958 
$ i 561/589-1860 « Extremely cost effective 


ЕЛ Telephone orders; | ‘om bul 
[Send a check е phone orders: xilding, or simply have a general 
or money order zz] 1| Have your Viso or Мае i hovercraferelated question, contact Universal www.velocityaircraft.com + Unbeatable guarantee 


wilh your nome, address ond й Y ] | overran at he int 
, Outside U.S. add $2 MY, 0l (610) 896-3952 formation below. Please be à 
Forder to the address below. Airmail add $1 ee on fee extension number! Phone munter yu ea кейе Zenith Г 
к E. for the product you wont, — Ё | retum your cal желер eni JE “HOT. Credit Cards 
| — lit Car Classifieds 1 year subscription 515 extension 1 1 Aircraft гаен VENE Welcome 
1 — Kit Сог Buyer's Video 92056-06 extension А І Universal Hovercraft солшыл. | = Turnaround AAA 
kene S16+S4=800 exenion 7 І маб ара. — ^ 
designing, 

1 __ Get all three and save $12! $454 $4 = $49 extension 20 ! o 1650098 developing, and manufacturing tart The TECH INFO LINE ORDER LINE 
Westwood Publishing, Box 162, Haverford, Р EET pp e ALME 1-610-277-5646 1-800-432-3379 
Selling or seckd Y rd, PA 19041 based in new, 20,000.plus square-foot Bitoni 

1 8 or seeking cars, parts or unfinished kits? Adverts , production facilities at Mexico Memorial Airport www.jet-hot.c 

ett à Hoo, ? Advertise free! Van's Chris Heintz, th founder f Ze‏ ےک 


Aircraft accomplished aeronautical en 


first Oshkosh arrival in 
tis RV- plane. Completions now average about marketed as kit aircraft around the world. More 


five per week. Since па than 800 ай itly flying around the 

— g м D io projecit " aircraft are presently flying 

To advertise in Kit Car within the past year orm sooner зат world in 48 diferent countries. 
, 


: up نو‎ oed Ае 97 EAA of the E.T.H. Institute in Switzerland, he worked 
rj [hil for Aerospatiale on the supersonic Concorde 
ut t 1 $ 4 Ойон, Wisconsin, jetliner, and later became chief engineer at 
заре Avions Robin (France). As founder, president, 
elei Ma ON П and chiet engineer of Zenair Ld. since 1974, Mr. 
t Ok Ok 0и: бета nit Heintz has designed and developed more than 
0 12 new aircraft models which have been 
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were under construction, 
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t Rack 6 Pinion ‘Strut Rod Eliminator 
'omplete Kits & Accessories Available 


We stock Cobra parts to complete your car! 
Call for our low current prices or Free Catalog. 
‘Manufacturer of Cobra Replica Frames & Bodies Since 1979" 


our ultimate dream cai 
Kits zvailable fro; 


through a complete turnkeyican - 
Over 2,000 satisfied 

customers have 

relived the 


dream of the 
SVC' 427. 


affordable р 
ondable pri Basic Kit only $6,490. 


28 Years of Friendly Service pu g, 
L1 Box 69 


кашы R CALL 
| esu 888/246-0900 
омагла) КО? 402/246-2355 


таш 
Swi@megavisioncom дааа 
Senensi 5 S 


2 Price Sheet & Catalog Free 
Ssembly Video/Manual $31.00 
(Refundable with Kit Purchase) 


have a 
ave a money back 
Cony Sat to Cote 


guarantee (excluding tig) 


The 

Snake 
Meets Sireet 
Rodding 


Га love to 
see what 
kinds of 
times this 
car would 
be capable 
of on some 
road 
course. 

It might 

just give a 
whole new 
purpose to 
street 
rodding. 


Pepe, EX ETA 
Roadster 


کے 


A ta 


By Keith Kaucher 
ILUSTRATON: KEITH KAUCHER 


ne night 
«» while per- 

forming my 
nightly abdominal 
crunches, I glanced up 
at two of my illustra- 
tions on the wall. One 
was a '32 highboy and 
the other was a '65 
Shelby GT350 R-model 
Mustang. Suddenly an 
idea struck me harder 
than my last crunch. 
“What if I combine the 
two and use a’33 Ford 
roadster as a starting 
point? I put pencil to 
paper, and within a few 
minutes of sketching I 


knew I had something 


different." 

The foundation of a com- 
petition roadster has to be an 
ultra lightweight body-and- 
chassis combination, an agile 
suspension, and a motor with 
explosive power. To keep. 
weight down I chose a Gib- 
bon Fiberglass 33-34 road- 
ster body mounted on a 
Stage Ш Fatman IFS chas- 
sis, replacing the live rear 
axle with an ERA Cobra IRS 
unit. Koni coilover shocks are 
to be used on all four corners. 
Braking is handled by 12.5- 
inch Baer cross-drilled rotors 
and four-piston calipers. To 
get Cobra-like performance, 
а Weber-carbureted Dave 
Dralle-built 289 Ford small- 
block sits bebween the fram- 
rails, The four forward 
gears change through а 
Hurst Competition Plus 
shifter mounted on a Bill 


Thomas-prepared Ford Top 
Loader. Track adhesion 
depends on Goodyear Blue. 
Streak road racing tires of 
course, mounted on 16-inch 
Vintage 45-style alloys. 

Td love to see what kinds 
of times this car would be 
capable of on some road 
course. It might just give a 
whole new purpose to street 
rodding. 


Editors Note: Keith Kaucher is 
а talented designer who spends a 
great deal of time dreaming about 
unique vehicles and often translat- 
ing his designs to sale models. 
Неза consummate car guy who 
appreciates the kit car world a 
great deal since the cars are easily 
modified and tailored. We will be 
bringing you more of Keith's 
designs on a semi-regular schedule 
to hopefully give you some ideas 
for your oun projects. 

Ke 


By Harok Paca 23 
вото расан а 


in its tracks (thankful 
The 6 Солева had bp 
terms of clean styling, and the 57 model 
Sui td performance to match with a new 
Bess engine with fuel injection and the first 
Bong Warner 7-10 four-speed tranny. Tho 58 
goa iged to quad headlights which 

"0 loved by GM stylists, but less popular 
Nith the purists, The 58 also had a row of 
m. ial louvers on the hood and two 
chrome bumper strips that started at the 
Ji. j pers and swept up onto the trunk 
Tid The publie was elated, and sales 
improved with the '59 model which was 
ae up by removing the louvers and 
демше strips, The 50 model was almost 
vette cal, and suddenly America became Cor- 

crazy, partially driven by the popular 


TV show) = 


Corvettes 

а running gear; and at a 
Price of about halfof what а new C5 Cor- 
vette would cost. No small order: Origi- 
nal '56-60 Corvettes are selling in the 
$25,000-$45,000 range, and any modif- 
cation for the sake of upgrading the run- 
ning gear for more performance or. 
revised appearance causes the value to 
drop faster than an anvil pitched off the. 
Empire State Building. Not only that, it 
Would incur the wrath of collectors who 
feel that classic cars should be main- 
tained in original condition for future 
generations to appreciate, David decided 
to build a component car that would 
make the purists and revisionists happy- 


= distribution with a 350-inch Chevy is a 


‘and Camaro based 
frames, but did not find them fo be satis- 
factory, ‘Their new frame has the same 
102-inch wheelbase, width, and length 
as the original; although the body hes 
been subtly modified in the cockpit area 
for more interior room: They also incor 

ted side-impact protection an 
Thong firewalls for improved safety. 
‘Although cther suspension options are 
available, the standard model is set up. 
for Ford live axles in 88-inch and 9 inch. 
sizes, The heavy duty 9-inch live axle 
‘and IRS are optional. Up front are dual 
‘Acari suspension pieces with Aldan 
coilover shocks and a custom power | 
raclcand-pinion steering system. Weight 


(Ву juggling trim, this kit could be. 
made to resemble any of 


‘transmission. The prototype shown here 
йаза 350850 built by Jasper Motors. А 
power for the under-3 000 pound car. 

Choosing wheels and tires is one of 
the most personal decisions made by 
‘component-car builders. Some will 
want to go ultra-authentic with 15-inch 
steel rims, original-style hub caps, and 
10-series tires. Those with a more mod- 
ern bent might opt for wide 17-inch 
rims with rubber-band-like tires. 
Either will work on the Vette-Rod, 
which can be ordered with Ford or 
Chevy bolt patterns. 

In order to control the high costs 
normally associated with building 


components for a complex kit, 
Louisiono-based Arthur contracted 
with Technosport, a truck and bus 
‘manufacturer in Mexico City that has 
built the Mastretta sports car for some 
time. Feeling that the prices for after- 
market restoration parts were too 
high, Vette-Rod is now producing its 
own seats, interiors, windshield 
frames, top frames, and fasteners as 
well. They also hope to add their own 
line of reproduction chrome parts, By 
producing 90 percent of the compo- 
nents in-house, they can control cost 
and reduce late shipments due to 
missing parts. The lower cost of labor 
їп Mexico helps keep the purchase 
price down. Once the parts are made, 
they're shipped to Daytona Beach, 
Florida, where Vette-Rod maintains its 
assembly and sales operations. 
Prospective buyers are encouraged to 


xX DEL 
visit their facilities, and Vette Rod will 
cover the cost of a flight to Orlando 
with the purchase of one of its kits, 
‘The one-piece Vette-Rod body is 


. very different from an original Cor- 


vette's 26 panels, The original was laid 
up with a chopper gun, while the 
‘Vette-Rod body is hand-Jaid, Kevlar is 
сирин into stress areas, and 
si tes are used for reinfo 

‘Theyre delivered in primer and rec” 


one with a flat fa 
features, and th 
reproduction of t 
Ж, nodemize the 
with a 13-inch diameter 
E wheel that gives more 
in the 17-inch original, 
с dow kits are standard 
equipment, and custom wiring har- 
nesses are provided by Painless 


(not shown), “Bikini” soft 
carpets, windshield, light 

ware. It sells for $12,995, For: 
$7,000, the Gold Package includes _ 
everything needed to complete the kit 
except for engine, tranny, radio, 
paint, wheels, exhaust, logos, 
conditioning, АП steeri 
suspension are mounted in pl 
along with the interior, This package 
will put the owner on the street 
faster, with a manufacturer's esti- 
mated completion time of at least four 
weeks. Note that the Bikini soft top is 
not the same as the original soft top, 
which will set you back about $1,450 
extra. A hardtop is a $950 option. 
(standard in the Gold Package). 
Although Vette-Rod does not sell 
turnkey cars, its dealers сап arrange 
to have them assembled in the 
$30,000-$35,000 range. 

; In order to ease registration prob- 
lems, each body and chassis is 
assigned a VIN and is supplied with a 
Certificate of Origin. For an extra 
$175, Vette-Rod will provide a title a8 
wal Tay have a network of dealer 

8 the country and even a 
Vette-Rod fans. 
Other models are scheduled to fol 
low now that the 59/60 model is in 


production. Vette-Rod recently added 
replicas of the 56 and 57 models, and 
will soon introduce a Sports Edition 
that resembles a customized '60 Cor- 
vette. It will have body-color bumpers 
and a windshield frame, side air out- 
lets, a racing-style interior, a rollbar, 
and many performance options for . 
the engine and suspension. They will 
be sold only in rolling-chassis form 
and are expected to be out by mid- 
2000. Another project is a higher- 
Performance version for track events. 
David relates that the biggest haz- 
ard of driving a Vette-Rod is that he 
misses appointments and is late 
everywhere he goes since people are 
always stopping him to ask questions 
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= Graphite Body Facings 
For Maximum Heat 


ROL MEG. OF AMERICA, INC. 
USA: (800) 810-4067 
CANADA: (800) 268-1245 
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Getting Paint on 
the Excitement а 


ew things in car building are 
as rewarding and exciting as 
Seting lots cf shiny color 
lathered on the components. 
After staring at drab gelooat impor 
fect bodies, or primer for so long dur- 
ing the buildup process, its quite 
refreshing to finally feel as though 
significant progress has been made, 
and the prospect of a finished car © 
finally looms large. We don't know 
about you, but when things get 
Painted, we get a renewed sense of 
accomplishment ané, along with that, 
a boyish excitement about actually © 
sitting behind that steering wheel 
and turning the key for the first time. 
That excitement, however, is typically 
premature since there is usually ч 
lenty more to be done, but it 
to hold us through the rest of the mro- 


ject. Getting things in 
Paint also somewhat 
changes the project to a 
clear hand exercise, 
which we always prefer. 
On the downside, extra 
care must be taken durin; 
the rest of the build not ad 
damage those painted surfaces, 
z As we admitted to you in the last 
Hite, ме sort of approached our 32 
Hiboy project bess-ackward and got 
е paint applied a little ahead of 
ome of the component installations. 
But, hey, it’s painted and looks real 
, anc ^ 
Cool and now we're accelerating to 


Since a'32 Hibo is 

у roadster 
arguably one of the icons of street rod- 
ding, we felt as if we needed something 
to set ours apart from the masses, 


Body Heightens 


and Serves as an 


Henry Caroselli, the 
Rodsterfather, calls it a “wink factor,” 
something about а car that will cause 
Someone walking by a row of '32 
Hiboys to pause and take special 
notice. The car winks at. passersby, 
flirting with them and beckoning them 
to take a closer look. 

Coming up with a wink factor for 
the Youngster was one of those fortu- 
itous collaborations that seemingly 
came out of the blue, Keith Kaucher 


Tad speculatively submitted several 
castom-car ideas to Kit Car for us to 
Sonsider publishing. When he called 
to follow up on those queries, we 
talked to him about doing a color ren- 
dering of the Hiboy and explained our 
heed for an ethereal wink factor, 
whatever that may be. We also 
described the components we were 
using in the build, and challenged 
Keith to “come up with something 
cool.” We were blown away when 
Keith showed up at the KC offices 
with his ideas on paper, based simply 
‘on our phone conversation, а ‘or 
domatic emblem and that rather neb- 
ulous wink-factor concept. Keith 
quickly tapped into the nostalgia of 
the Fordomatic script and the all- 
Ford nature of the car, and provided 
some styling cues to recognizable 
Fords of the past. Perhaps the most 
significant aspect of Keith's design is 
the use of modified '56 Fairlane side 
molding and second body color. He 
also called for a’50s-style two-tone 
interior treatment with the accent 
color matching the exterior panels. 
‘The accent color was also carried to 
the Stockton steelie wheels and grille 
insert. To be sure, the wink factor 
was strong, as even the renderings 
flirting captured us immediately. 

Well, translating that rendering to 
an actual car took some real thought 
and lots of searching for how such 
things сап be accomplished. Keith felt 
that the side moldings could be made 
by modifying stock '56 pieces to fit the. 
Hiboy's flanks. But the idea of hiring 
a stainless steel craftsman seemed 
prohibitive. We had seen numerous 
cars, however, on which airbrushed 
graphics effectively gave the appear- 
ance of polished stainless trim. Doing 
such would also provide flat surfaces 
since the body and trim are coated 
with clearcoat. 

With a little arm-twisting of our 
painter—Auto FLM—who had been 
with the project from the outset, we 
convinced owner Craig Randle to 
paint the whole body Glasurit 
Porsche Silver Metallic, then mask 
the body, and paint the maroon met- 
allie panels and clearcoat the whole 
car. We then took it to M&M Auto 
Artz (818/504-4900) for the airbrush- 
ing art. Onee the graphics were 
applied, the car went back to Auto 
FLM for a final few coats of clear and 
some pinstriping by Dave McGinity. 
We're thankful to our buddy John 
Steele, JPS Motorsports, for all the 
logistic coordination and riding herd 
on getting this special paint job 
‘accomplished. 


Atter the bodywork is accomplished, a good coat of primer is sprayed, then 
block-sanded and the Glasurit silver | basecoat applied. Since some of the 
side rails of our chassis would be visible, we also painted the chassis with. 
body color. The tip here is to do lots of planning and prefiting as many 
components as humanly possible so that all holes are drilled. That prevents 
the risky proposition of having to drill on painted surfaces. 


The key to a good 
paint job is 
bodywork. Though 
tedious and time- 
consuming, 
ensuring that the 
fiberglass body is 
straight, all 
pinholes filled, and 
seams aligned 
rewards the owner 
with a quality final 
finish. Most 
fiberglass bodies 
have numerous 
pinholes, no matter the attention the 
molder pays to properly rolling out the 
fiberglass materials to rid them of air 
bubbles. After several block-sanding 
‘sessions, reapplication of primer, and 
more block-sanding, a guide coat of 
blackis applied, the sanding of which 
reveals high and low spots that need to 
be corrected before heading to the 
spray booth. 


MAY2000 KITCAR 49 


Doors, hoods, 
and trunk lids 
getthe same 
Kind of 
attention and 
lots of block- 
sanding. It's a 
good idea to fit 
these 
components at 
the primer 
stage to ensure 
consistent 
seams, then 
remove them to 
go through the 
Bodywork 
processes as 
required. 


Once the bodywork is complete, the [СЕР и 

m » for th 

poil fori the ‘silver basecoat. The doors, ‘Punk lig, hood, У 

апе shel are painted separately. Here, the doors were 
ping for the graphics and second сок 

would be property aligned. With Keith Kaucher's rendering 

at hand, the masking process can begin. 


Craig uses a vinyl 
paint striping tape 
to outline the area 
on the body 
where the second 
color will be 


sprayed and. 
create the 
‘boundaries for the 
airbrushed 
graphics. 


Once the pattern 
seems correct, 
masking those 
areas of the body 
that remain silver 
is the next step. 
The doors are 
also removed and 
masked. 


The second 
color basecoat 
is sprayed and 
the masking 
removed in 
proparation for 
putting the car 
back on the 
chassis for the 
trip to the 
airbrush artists. 


The talented crew at МЕМ did a great job of translating our 


to the actual car by airbrushing shiny 5! 
the body. The final step was applying clea! у 
pinstriping to create distinctive lines of demarcation. 


tainless-steel-look trim to th 
ircoat over the graphics, then 


wink-factor idea 
le side of 


Ave 
91303 


torque converter 


Auto FLM 
Dept. KC 
11323 Vanowen St 
N. Hollywood, CA 91605 
818/980-9396 
bodywork & paint 


Brassworks 
Dept. KC 
289 Prado Rd. 
san Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
805/544-8841 
radiator 


Cadco Machine inc. 
Dept. KC 
630 S. Jefferson St., Ste. М 
Placentia, CA 92870 
800/781-0296 
oil filter kit 


Classic Tube 
Dept. KC 
80 Rotech Dr. 
Lancaster, NY 14080 
800/882-3711 
brake lines, fittings 


Comhuskers Rod & Custom 
Dept. KC 
RRI, Box 47 
Alexandra, NE 68303 
402/749-1932, 
chassis 


Cooper Tire & Rubber Co. 
Dept. KC 
701 Lima Ave. 
Findlay, OH 45840 
800/854-6288 
Cobra tires 


Curie Enterprises 
Dept. KC 
1480 N. Tustin Ave. 
Anaheim, CA 92807 
114/523-6957 
narrowed 9-inch rear axles 


Denny's Drive Shaft Service 
Dept. KC 
1189 Military Ra. 
Kenmore, NY 14217 
716/875-6640 
driveshaft 


The Eastwood Company 
Dept. KC 
Box 3014 
Malvern, PA 19355 
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800/544-4761 
Delta Flow mutllers 


C4 tranny 


MAY2000 KITCAR 


The BIG Car Book Series 
CALL TODAY (602) 376-1550 • ww со 
P-Ayr Products 
Dept. KC 
19641 Santa Fe Trail 
+ 430+ pages of Cobra Kits, Parts & Pricing XE 2o. Ford Motorsport Leavenworth, KS 60048 
+ 1,000+ parts from over 30 manufacturers j Performance Equipment 800/322-3285 
р Ford block 
* HOT TIPS on еріс, dieron, suspension, Dept. KO plastic Ford bloc 
assembly & chassis fom Cobra Expert Seve Теп. сйї05о М. Groesbeck Hwy, Painless Wiring 
+ Manfacurers includ: Unique, ERA Classic Road- inton ‘Township, М1 48036 Dept. KC 
siers, Finish Une, Cobre Restor, Shelby Ameri- M S 810/468-1356 9505 Sarta Paula Dr. 
сап, US Radiator, Factoy Five, Molosport Special- ۹ 7.4 5.0L Н.О. EFI engine Ft. Worth, TX 76116-5929 
fie Europa, По, Halani & MOREM i Holley Performance Products 817/244-6898 
+ Productinfo. on Chassis, Mirrors, Emblems, Wheels, "Dept KO id 12-circuit. wiring harness 
Dts nes Senso, ss Cas Ce Le fo Bars Htm Bumper, at- 1601 BEC P creuit wiring ha 
nesses, Switches, Lights, Gaskets, Grommets & MORE. Cotra” is a registered Trademark of Ford. Bowling peal d d Pete & Jakes 
m r BOUT Dept. KC 
The BIG Guide to Kit Cars: Past & Present А 502/782-2900 401 Legend Ln. ` obore: MidStotes 4275C 
y penc The MOST complete list of Kit & Specialty Cars EVERI! Bue, er presenre вазе Peculiar, MO 64078 835 W. Grant, P.O. Box 427-P сы ies ented сй 
1 дрн possc 1000+ companies & 4000+ КЕ. idi inc. NEGOCIO Ebr > Nee oes 
Kit Car Directory- Complete up-to-date lst of Current Ki ep. KC lcotlover Боске, 5 654-2772 AAE AE 
+ Ferraris, Lambos, Cobras, NeoClassics, Classics & More! 11353 Tecumseh-Clinton Rd. рн 202 ida for your free brochure, send *5 for o complete infopok, or Es) 
* Manufacturers Direclory-Kit Car Mnfrs from 05 to NOM. Clinton, MI 49236 Rondy's Ring & Pinion Service i ol alal û were cobraccuntry .com/midstates 
* Sections on kis from te 505,605 70s, 805 & 90s. aO LAS ATH Dept. KC Cebe e mpini raak Му лөм end ollis дон oc ony ser cb nig td Cb 
+ Witen by America's #1 КЇ Car Historian - Harold Pace Een гар. 11630 Airport Rd = ч 
| The BIG Fiero Parts Book J£" 00 EDITION еа волое Ве АА M 
7 300 PAGES! 100+ PRODUCTS? Delaied info w picis. UBBATED- f 12770 Merit Dr., Ste. 400. complete third member (avdliere 
+ Detaled Part info & pricing from: ACE, ASPP, Euro Worts, Boys Dallas, TX 15251 Russell Performance Products à 
FOCOA, IRM, Mr. Mike, PISA, RCC, Rrane, Warlock & MORE!!! 27 972/115-6770 Dept. КС 
+ Eng Swaps, Suspension, Kis, Interiors & hard to find parts. A ы Hot Rod magazine battery 225 Fentress Blvd. 
= 14 new comparies, 50 more pages, Ferari & Lambo Kits & Рав! E JBA Headers Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
Dept. KC 904/253-8980 — 
7149-D Mission Gorge Rd. brake-line fittings, brake lines, 
Find the HummBug in the BIG Guide to Custom VWs Se tech support 
+ 20+ pages of Kis, custom body panels & cosmetic pars. shorty headers Stockton Wheel 
* Detailed information & current pricing on 40+ VW Kitsll! Dept. КО 
+ Includes: JPS Motorsports 648 W. Fremont St. 
ёз: Beck, ВОМ, Sterling, Sun Ray, HummBug, KoobleKar, Dept. KC Stockton, CA 95203 
Perry, Veepsler Vintage, Glass Staton, Fiberjet & MOREN! 11323 Vanowen St. 800/395-9433 
N Hollywood, СА 91605 steel wheels, caps, rings - mm 
{1816 Guide to Cobra K & P-$29.9554 sh | ] BIG Guide to Kit Cars: РАР ЭЯ ABOL Street Rod Works OFFERED IN TURNKEY ONLY (no kits)! — 
[ UT Sn (legen car РАНЫ Stop space, advice, grife shel, hood psa cad noe oe моло et ore, anad il, 
[ ] Complete Series (4 books}-$99.95+$8smh Canada $8 sh - 0: leCama 3155 Holland Cliffs Rd. Power windows. Air conditioning /heoter. Leather interior. Chevy VB engines, 
utside of US $15 sh Dept. KC Huntingtown, MD 20639 high nce, Automatic or 4speed manual, sequenial ratchet, no clutch 
ChectsIM.O.s payable to PISA 15850 W. 6th Ave. 410/535-1933 pedol palna unk space. Wie wheels Waranty. Tie ot 1967 zapien 
kie Dept. PKC Golden, CO 80401 vintage title Low insurance. Emission exempt. Financing availble. Any paint Son 
State Zip. Phoenix, AZ 85060-5088 billet ee oe hub Tonks inc. CAVALIERE CARS inc. (Candido Cavaliere) 
exp. |. VISMICIAMEXDISC а Dept. КС Port Charlotte, FL ph/fx: 941-625-6363 
CALL TODAY at (602) 376-1550 or cybercars.com one ar gies Clearwater MN 95820 сатсан сота 
1229014. Hicks Ra 320/558-7882 
forth, TX 76131 gas tank = 
| 817/431-5422 3 Get more mileage from coverage of 
oboe io Wilwood Disc Brakes da 
| woe 4 De KO, your product or service 
| laster Power Brakes le Boles р " it 
| 2 Dept. KC Camarillo, CA 93012 Petersen’s automotive magazines. 
| 54-1 Rolling Hills Rd. 805/388-1188 
| Mooresville, NC 28115 4-wheel polished 
| "704/664-8866 disc-brake system 
master cylinder, power booster Windsor-Fox Performance Coll 8002568271 ыу ө 
| Morse Muffler Dept. КС jet reprints* of articles or ads tha 
| 3 Dept. KC P.O. Box 2683 foe run in Petersen publications. 
| Body $3,900 5 а 1022 W. Burbank Blvd. Apple Valley, CA 92307 
| Е = ڪر‎ Burbank, СА 91506 _ EP 760/9463835 
| pr custom 0151801810598 ‘rw inden fox com 
У:8 Install Manual га : 
Jl Manual $34 _480-96 7-3289 ust system installation lexplate EC 


Junkyard Com 


ow that kit cars and street mds 
have become so popular, many 
are being used as daily drivers 
ж Å or for long-distance travel, 
where in the past they were used 
mainly for shows, club events, 
parades, and Sunday drives. And 
wanting to meet state registration 
requirements, more and more hand- 
crafted cars are being fitted with 
functional windshield wipers. 

There are several aftermarket 
companies that offer good kits for 
installing custom wipers, but they 
tend to be on the expensive side. 

‘There are several low-buck alter- 
natives to buying new. One is the 
PintoMustang П wiper assembly that 
works well if there is enough room. 
under the dash. The disadvantage to 
this is that the wiper shafts are 
exposed under the dash, so care must. 
be taken to ensure that no wires 
touch the components, The second is 
from a Triumph Spitfire, and the 
third (the best, in my experience) is 
the MG wiper setup. I found а com- 
plete wiper assembly in good working 
order at a salvage yard for only $50. 

Available from 1962 through 1980, 
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MGs came with Lucas cable-drive 
DR3A single-speed wipers, and later 
the Lucas 14W two-speed wipers. 
Both of these wiper motors feature 
the speed and а “park” position so 
that when the switch is shut off the 
wipers return to their normal resting 
place. Itis possible to rotate the wiper 
Park position to the other side of the 
windshield by rotating the limit 
switch 180 degrees. 

The installation shown here is of 
the earlier Lucas DR3A singles, 
wipers out of a mid-703 MGB. This 
find had three wipers, but we con- 
verted it to two wipers for our Snake 
application. The MG system features 
а separate motor (mounted in any 
number of locations), a pair of trans- 
missions, and a worm-drive cable. 
Such a system is versatile for a wide 
variety cf project cars since the trans- 
missions can be placed virtually any- 
where, and the worm-drive cable and 
tabes altered to fit the application. 

Anco adjustable arms (PN 4101) 
and Anco wiper blades (PN 25-11) 
work well with this installation. The 
Anco adjustable arms have variable 
length and blade angle. For a refer- 


ence I used the Haynes Automotive 
Repair Manual for the MGB. This 
softbound book is available at most 
bookstores or at the publie library. It 
features a complete drawing of the 
wiper motor and assembly, and how 
to troubleshoot the system if you have 
a problem, 

The photos here show most of the 
application as it was being done. 
After the holes are cut in the body, 
the wheel boxes (or transmissions) 
are mounted to the kit саг body much 
the same as on the MG donor. The 
wheel-box shafts are pushed through 
the cowl from the underside and are 
held in place by the spacer and a 
bezel and nut. 

Jes important to note that when 
fitting the new aluminum tubing 
between the motor and transmis- 
sions, care must be taken not to kink 
or sharply bend the tubing—this 
could cause friction or erratic opera- 
tion of the wipers. Also, when 
installing the new tubing, lubricate 
the cable shaft prior to installing it 
into the tube. 

‘Thanks to Len Ewell for helping 
with this wiper install 


d on the distance between the wheel boxes, 
1 Вахте down 14 inches from the bottom ofthe 
dshield frame as a guide for driling the cowl for the 
Wiper shaft. Now measure for the second wiper shaft 
hole. At this time, check for wiper sweep before drilling 
the holes. 


Here's the complete wiper assembly out И aree 
MG. This unit was set up for three wipers, 
easy to eliminate one for what we want. 


= To fit our 
Ə application, 
we had to make 
new tubes by 
using aluminum 
tubing to which 
we flared the ends 
to fit the donor 
transmissions. 

We useda tube 
cutter to ensure 
smooth cuts, and 
а flaring tool to make the 45-degree ends. The new 

tubing e actually fuel (or brake) line that can be, 
purchased at any automotive store. Dont forget to 
lubricate the cable shaft before reassembling the sy: 


е holes in the cowling should 
bo drilled at about a 45-degree. 
angle to the windshield, The rubber. 
shaft washer and spacer are 
designed for a steel Body, So y 
measure and trim appropriately о! 
the bottom. 
dash by 


NA 
М modifying the MG 


7 
(\ bracket. The final 
WAY tn fe running 


We mounted 

the wiper 
motor to а steel 
support under the 
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ence I used the Haynes Automotive 
Repair Manual for the MGB. This 
softbound book is available at most 
bookstores or at the public library. It 
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jased on the distance between the wi 
ране down 1% inches from the {шы ri 
windshield frame as a guide for drilling the cowl for the 
Wiper shaft. Now measure for the second wiper shaft 
hole. At this time, check for wiper sweep before drilling 
the holes. 


Еа eas Y 
Here's the complete wiper assembly out of an early 
MG. This unit was set up for three wipers, but it's 

easy to eliminate one for what we want. 


payee nce 


З Measure the length of the MG wiper И, Lite aneo 
measure across the car's cowl to figure the di 
between the wiper motor and the wiper moun qid 
mounted the wiper motor on the firewall under 
dashboard, on the passenger side of the car. 


Inbolt the wheel-box cover’ 


Ur to rev 
the cable and gears. Note the 


fared ends of the tubes: 


real the mechanics of 


E To fit our 
application, 
we had to make 
new tubes by 
using aluminum 
tubing to which 
we flared the ends 
to fit the donor 
transmissions. 
We used a tube 
cutter to ensure 
smooth cuts, and 


а flaring tool to make the 45-degree ends. The new 
tubing is actually fuel (or brake) line that can be 
purchased at any automotive store. Don't forget to 
lubricate the cable shaft before reassembling the system. 


The holes in the cowling should 
be drilled at about a 45-degree 
angle to the windshield. The rubber 
‘shaft washer and spacer are 
designed for a steel body, so 
measure and trim appropriately off 
the bottom. 


We mounted 

the wiper 
motor to a steel 
support under the 
dash by 
modifying the MG 
bracket. The final 
step is running 
the wires to the 
dash switch. 


Adjust the 
wipers so they 
fit flat in the park 
position. 
кс 
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Based on the distance between the wheel boxes, 
1 measure down 14 inches from the bottom ofthe 
windshield frame as a guide for drilling the cow! for the 
Wiper shaft. Now measure for the second wiper shaft 
hole. At this time, check for wiper sweep before drilling: 
the holes. 


(Es С 
ip tie "s the complete wiper assembly out of an early 

MG. This unit was set up for three wipers, but it's 
easy to eliminate one for what we want. 


mounted the wiper motor on 


dashboard, on the passenger side of the car. 


5T = shanics of 
x cover to reveal the тес! 
4] abel tho мй gears, Note the fared ends of he tubes. 


To fit our 
I application, 
we had to make 
new tubes by 
using aluminum 
tubing to which 
we flared the ends 
to fit the donor 
transmissions. 

We used a tube 
cutter to ensure 
smooth cuts, and 
a flaring tool to make the 45-degree ends. The new 
tubing is actually fuel (or brake) line that can be 
purchased at any automotive store. Don't forget to 
lubricate the cable shaft before reassembling the system. 


The holes in the cowling should 
be drilled at about a 45-degree 
angle to the windshield. The rubber 
shaft washer and spacer are 
designed for a steel body, so 
measure and trim appropriately off 
the bottom. 


We mounted 
the wiper 
motor to a steel 


dash by 
modifying the MG 
bracket. The final. 
step is running 
the wires to the 
dash switch. 


Adjust the 


fit flat in the park 
position. 


aa 


‘support under the 
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-— ~~ nance, high vehicle 
taxes, and stratospheric insurance rates. 


He still wanted a distinctive specialty 
car, but with a more practical bent than 
European exotica provided, He looked at 
a lot of American specialty cars, but was 
beginning toget di None that 
he had looked at met his high standards 
for manufacturing quality until he 
stopped off at Kirban Customs and saw. 
this turnkey Diablo SE/30 replica. 

‘The original '93 Lamborghini SEJ30 
жаз a special edition of the famed 


Diablo that had replaced the aging 
Countach in 1991. To celebrate Lam- 
borghini’s 30th Anniversary, this Dia- 
blo had been beefed up with 525 hp at 
7,000 rpm, 33 more ponies than the 
standard model, The front spoiler was 
made deeper, and new side skirts were 
added to improve aerodynamics. The 
rear wing was fitted with an adjustable 
rear flap for high-speed stability, and 
the revised carbon-fiber rear deck was 
Jouvered for improved cooling. In order 
io reduce weight by 275 pounds, many 


“luxury” features were removed, includ- 


ing the radio, power windows, ash- 
tray, cigar lighter (now there's a 
heavy item), and air conditioning, 
Magnesium and carbon fiber were 
used wherever practical. The 
leather interior was replaced by a 
lighter, synthetic suede on carbon- 
fiber bucket 


seats. Special magnesium 30th 
Anniversary model wheels were 
designed and a unique, lights metallic 
le paint job was available only on 

the SEO: Lambo claimed a top speed 
of 207 mph and а 0:60 time of 3.8 sec- 
onds, Only 150 SEA0s were made. 
There was an even more limited edition 
of this car called the SE/30 Jota that 
featured revised fuel injection and 
‘engine management to produce a star- 
tling 600 hp. 

‘The D&R kit that Kopf fell in love 
with was a replica of the SE/30. "When. 


Тале saw this blue Lamborghini it was appar 
ent that this was a quantum leap from all of 
the previous cars that I had seen,” Kopf 
relates. It started with a $14,000 Ict from D&R 
Replicars and was built by Darrell Kirban at 
Kirban Customs. Kirban was a former partner 
at DÈR, but now has his own operation where 
he crafts D&R kits into turnkey cars and does 
custom interior work. 

Kirban also recessed the parking lights into, 
the bumpers and added functional delay wind- 
shield wipers. The windshield area was 
redesigned for a more authentic look, and 
power windows that go all the way down were 


installed (come kit windows only retract part 
мау) The one-piece DER body was s 

rated into several pieces to resemble the orig- 
inal Lambo, which allows the body (o flex 
without stressing the fiberglass, This cus 
down on cracks and noise; To protect that. 
Tow nose from damage, urethane wheels are 
mounted underneath and attached directly to 
the frame. This allows the nose to ride over 
Speed bumps without cracking. 

The standard Fiero V-6 running gear was. 
treated to polished fuel injection and chrome 
Valve covers, along with a Flowmaster 
exhaust system with 3-inch stainless steel 
ips! Dual Griffin aluminum radiators with 
win 12-inch electric fans keep things сой on 
hot days. The rear suspension is now fully. 
adjustable, with custom chrome-moly lover 
control arms, Ryane Motorsports’ 13-inch 
cross-drilled and slotted brakes provide 
plenty of stopping power, and 17-inch Com- 
pomotive wheels are fitted with Pirelli P-Zero 
245/40 front and 335/35 rear tires. АП hard- 
Ware was replaced with stainless steel pieces. 

This stunning custom started life as an 86 
Fiero GT, purchased for $3,000. The frame: 
Was stretched 11 inches and widened 4 inches 
inthe front. A rollcage was added for safety 
and stability, and the frame was reinforced 
throughout with 1-inch-square and 1x3-inch 
rectangular tubing, А-1 Racing adjustable 
shocks provide improved handling, 

The interior is a showcase for Kirban's 
upholstery work. Saddlewood vinyl is used 
оп custom seats, and the dash holds УРО. 
White-faced Cockpit Series instruments, 
including a clock and а 240-mph speedome- 
ter. A Kirban Customs reproduction steering 
wheel is used, along with all custom carpet, 
door panels, and trim, Kirban says no Fiero 

when they were finished! An 
D system can shake the windows 
with 6-inch digital speakers anda V-12 
Alpine amp. Unlike the original, this street 
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П of the early horseless car- 
riages were convertibles and 
there was no need for an air 

conditioner. That's not exactly true. 
While there was no need to cool the. 
air, there was а need to remove the 
smoke and soot from encircling the 
vehicle. To solve the dirty air problem, 
early automakers soon enclosed the 
passenger compartment to keep the 
passengers clean. This caused another 
problem—during the summer months, 
the inside of the car could be stifling. 
‚_ The first attempts at cooling the 
inside of the car came in the early 
1880s when someone installed a fan to 


SOME LIKE 


blow over a block of ie that was placed 
under the car. In the early 1900s, the 
Nash Car Company added an evapora- 
tive cooling system that consisted of air 
passing over circulating water. It was 
similar to what we today call a swamp 
cooler. It wasn’t until 1939 that 
Packard introduced the first efrigera- 
tion system to its cars. Cadillac fol- 
lowed in 1941 with its version of the air 
conditioner. There were two major 
problems with the early units, First, 
they were very large. The Packard's 
evaporator took up the entire trunk. 
Second, because the compressor clutch 
wasn't invented yet, these early sys- 


tems were always running. To turn the 
system off, you had to remove the com- 
pressor belt from the engine, which 
was not very convenient. 

Air conditioning was an expensive 
option on cars in the '50s and '605. In 
those days of hot rods and fast s 
machines, air conditioning wasn't 
popular because it would take horse. 
power away from the engine. If you 
wanted cooler air, you would open the 
windows and just go faster. 

Tt wasn't until the first oil shortage 
in 1974, which slowed cars down, that 
айг conditioning became popular. In 
the ’80s, air conditioning became a 
standard option on almost every car. 
Now, its considered a necessity. 

Many of today’s enclosed kit cars 
would benefit from air conditioning. The 
aftermarket add-on air conditioners are 
perfect for the Lambo lookalikes, 305. 
and 40s coupes, and many other styles. 
We even know of some Cobra guys who 
have A/C in their roadsters. 


HOW IT WORKS 

Before installing an air conditioner 
in your car, it may be helpful to under- 
stand how each component of an air 
conditioner works. The basic principle 
behind the cooling process is evapora- 
tion. Heat is absorbed when a liquid 
coolant turns into a gas when it evapo- 
rates. As this process repeats itself, the 
heat is taken out of the air and 
replaced with colder air. Modern air 
conditioners circulate a coolant inside 
a sealed pressurized system. Because 
the system is sealed, eventually all of 
the circulating coolant turns into a gas 
and loses its evaporative properties, 
unless its converted back to a liquid. 
‘The gas reverts back to a liquid when 
it's condensed and cooled. The liquid 
coolant is then ready to make another 
суйе through the system, 

It takes a number of components 
to make an air-conditioning system 
work. The high-pressure liquid 
coolant coming from the condenser 
passes through a small expansion 
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A schematic of the coolant flow helps 
in the understanding of how an air 
conditioner works. The coolant 
changes from a liquid to a gas and 
back to a liquid as it flows out of the 
condenser through the evaporator 
and back through the compressor to 
the condenser again. 


valve inside the evaporator. This cre- 
ates a low temperature mist that fills 
the tubes of the evaporator that’s 
located in the passenger compart- 
ment. The evaporator takes the warm 
tir inside the саг and passes it over 
the cold tubes. This absorbs the heat. 
A fan blows over the evaporators fins 
and tubes to circulate the cold air 
inside the passenger compartment. 
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(Plus Body is over 90% assembled) SUN RAy GT 
" (Bradley GT Replica) 


> 
~~ 


p 


* Fully reinforced body 
* Up to 50 M.PG. with stock engine NI 
+ 0-60 M.PH. in as fast as 4 seconds with modified engine 
No welding, fiberglassing or special tools needed 
* Gull wing doors 
* Available 4-wheel disk brakes and 5-speed transmission 
Electric drive package also available 
FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE and more information 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-333-3494 (9-5 Central) 
SUN RAY PRODUCTS CORP. 
8017 Ranchers Rd. 
Minneapolis, MN 55432 
4-612-760-0774 


(SECRET AUDIO) 


WE ALSO HAVE 
BRADLEY GT AND 
INVADER GT PARTS 


KITCAR 


THE CAR BUILDER'S AUTHORITY 


To advertise in 
Kit Car Magazine, 
contact Charles Molinari 
at (323) 782-2766 
or send a fax to 
(323) 782-2784. 


or write: 
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Aftermarket air conditioners, like. 
this one from Vintage Ай, are 
compact and fit under the dash. 
This unit also includes a heater 
and vents for a defroster. 


To facilitate the installation of the 
evaporator, removing the glove 
compartment may be necessary. 
Mounting brackets attach to the 
firewall and dash supports. The 
evaporator attaches to the brackets. 


Itis critical not to crimp any of the 
‘hoses going to or out of the 
evaporator. The most difficult part of 
the installation is the fitment of all 
hoses under the dash. 


Basic Tech ^ 


The hot coolant vapors are then 
drawn into the compressor. The com- 
pressor is the circulating engine that 
moves the liquid and gases through the 
system. After leaving the compressor, 
the gas travels to the condenser. This is 
a heat exchanger that converts the gas 
back into a liquid state. The condenser 
isa tube-and-fin radiator that’s usually 
located in front of the engine's radiator. 
The final step in the process is when 
the liquid goes to the receiveridryer. 
This can-shaped unit serves as the 
coolant and ой reservoir. It also con- 
tains a desiccant that removes any 
moisture from the air-conditioning sys- 
tem. The dry liquid coolant returns to 
the passenger compartment to begin 
the cooling process all over again. 


INSTALLATION 

Installing an air conditioner is rel- 
atively simple. Companies like Vin- 
tage Air make complete kits designed 
for do-it-yourself enthusiasts. The 
most critical aspect of the installation 
is mounting the evaporator under the 
dash. This is both a space and aes- 
thetics issue. Depending on the make 
of car you're building, removal of the 
dash may make the installation of the 
evaporator and blower housing easier. 
‘The unit mounts to the firewall and the 
dash supports. The only precaution is 
to prefit the unit so that the vent and 
coolant hoses fit under the dash. 

Routing the coolant hoses through 
the firewall is the only tricky part 
because you don't want to cut the hose 
and cause it to leak. Some builders will 
use a rubber grommet to protect the 
hose as it passes through the firewall. 
Others will use bulkhead fittings. With 
this method, you have two additional 
fittings that can potentially leak. All of 
the hose connections must be tight. For 
this reason, it’s advisable to tighten the 
hoses to the evaporator before perma- 
nently mounting it into the car. Once 
the unit is installed, it will be next to 
impossible to get a wrench on the fit 
tings to tighten sufficiently. 

All of the other components of the 
system are installed under the hood. 
‘The condenser usually mounts in 
front of the radiator because it needs 
the cold ram air to flow over its fins. 


This cools the coolant, returning it to 
a liquid state. The compressor is dri- 
ven by the fan belt, so it must mount 
on the front of the engine. Its usually 
positioned opposite the alternator. The 
reservoir/dryer can mount anywhere 
there is room. It must be placed in the 
vertical position and should be in a 
cool place as far from the headers as 
possible. Keep this unit sealed right 
up until you hook up the hoses. The 
job of the desiccant inside the car is to 
accumulate moisture. If it's left 
unsealed for a short period of time, 
you'll need to replace it before the sys- 
tem is even functioning. When routing 
the hoses, make sure they are not. 
crimped and that they are secured to 
the walls of the engine compartment. 

Ап item that’s not part of some 
kits is an electrical fan. Installing a 
fan in front of the condenser will help 
in the cooling process, make the 
entire system work more efficiently, 
and produce cooler air inside the car. 

After installing all of the compo- 
nents and completing the electrical and 
plumbing, take the car to an air condi- 
tioning shop. They should fill the sys- 
tem with the new R-134a coolant and 
check the system for leaks. 


MAINTENANCE 

There's very little maintenance 
needed to keep the system operating at 
its best. The most important is to peri- 
odically check for leaks. If the air com- 
ing out of the evaporator does not seem 
to be as cold, it may be that there is a 
leak and there isn't enough coolant in 
the system. Older air conditioners used 
Freon R-12 coolant, which contains 
chlorofiuorocarbon (CFC-12), identified 
as a major contributor to the depletion. 
of the ozone layer. Some shops will try 
to sell R-12 instead of the newer R- 
134a coolant. Freon is extremely 
expensive because it hasnt been made 
in the US. since 1995, The current rate 
is about $400 a pound. When filling your 
system, use the newer coolant; its 
cheaper now and will be in the future. 

Contamination of the coolant is 
another maintenance concern. Mois- 
ture can leach through the rubber 
hoses and saturate the desiccant in 
the dryer over time. Under the best 
conditions, the desiccant will last only 


Sources 
Сайотіа Auto Vintage Auto Body 
Refrigeration. Vintage Air and Paint 
Dept. KC Dept. KC “Dept. KC 
1141N. Kraemer Blvd. 10305 LH. 35 N. 300-A N. Orange Ave. 
Anaheim, CA 92806 San Antonio, TX 78233 Brea, CA 92821 
714/632-0470 210/654-7171 714/256-1940, 


condenser mounts in front of the 
Th or. An electrical fan is the best way 
to ensure good airflow over the fins of 
the condenser. The compressor is 
usually mounted opposite the allemator. 
The same drivebelt powers both. 


If there is no room to mount the 
evaporator under the dash, there 
may be room in the trunk. This 
installation used some very long, 
metal-braided hoses to move the 
coolant. The vents were hidden at 
the base of the front seat. 


two to four years depending on the 
climate in your area. Moisture in the 
system is dangerous because it can 
react with the coolant to form. 
hydrochloric acid. This eats away at 
the metal in the system. Small metal 
particles can accumulate and block 
the flow of the coolant. Besides the 
system not cooling, the blockage also 
keeps the oil that's mixed in the 
coolant from flowing. Typically, there 
are only 7 to 13 ounces of oil in an 
air-conditioning system. The compres- 
sor will ultimately fail from lack of oil. 
Periodically check the coolant flow 
by looking at the refrigerant through 
the sight glass in top of the | 
dryer/reservoir. With the engine at a 
fast idle, the air conditioner set at 
high, and the fan running, the most 
you should вез is an occasional bubble 
if the system is working properly. If 
there are many bubbles, you're low on 
coolant. If the fluid is cloudy or there 
are streaks of oil, the system needs to 
be checked immediately. Я 
When doing periodic maintenance, 
it's a good idea to clean any dirt, 
leaves, and bugs out of the condenser 
and radiator. Both systems will flow 
more air and run better. If there are 
‘any bent fins, straighten them with 
needle-nose pliers. The easiest mainte- 
nance is to run the air conditioner for 
at least five minutes every week, year- 
round. The rubber seals will stay lubri- 


cated and wont dry out and crack. KC 


BIGGEST KIT CAR SH 
CARLISLE Import May 19-21, 2000 
‘Kit / Re k la Carlisle PA Fairgrounds 


Nationals Win this 1978 MGB. 


Sudoy 4 pm Ko purchase necessay 

= see 90% of the Specialty Car You must be present to win. 
Manufacturers their products 

= Shop « Buys Sell 

= Show Field call for 
preregistration discount 
prior to April 25 

* Huge Import/Kit Swap Meet 
Indoor & Outdoor Space Available 
Shop for Donor Cars & Parts 


call (717) 243-7855 


for event and vendor information 
1000 Bryn Maw Rd, Carlisle, PA 17013-1588 
FAX (117) 249.0255 * Нариме саай сайыс. com 
Pets ге stongly discouraged for health and safey reasons 
(808) 50-7686 


ing this ad (no photocopies) to the 
stage ond receive a free git! KCS 


EARLISME 


* Long bed and sh 
< Doiî yourself or have our professionals 
build a truck for you oe 
«У engine installations available ~~. 
* Quay fiberglass construction with forwai 


ficial, cost-efft s 
е out every newsstand іп town. 
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256-8271 today to get reprints of artic 
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STREET ROD 
SHOCKS 
FROM THE LEADERS IN 
SHOCK TECHNOLOGY 


PRO-SHOCKS OFFERS ASHOCK 
FOR EVERY TYPE AND LENGTH OF 
‘SPECIAL APPLICATION 


LENGTH 
NON-COIL OVERS 


MUSTANG II SPRINGS 
RATES 350-425-500 Ib. 
TO MAKE YOUR ROD RIDE THE 
WAY IT SHOULD 


1715 LAKES PARKWAY. 


LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30043 
FAX 770-513-4406 
Email: proshockt @aol.com 
Visit our new web site at: 
.proshocks, 


www, .com 


BIG-BLOCK 
HEADS 

These 
rectangular-port 
aluminum heads 
from Edelbrock are 
designed for '65-to- 
present big-block 
Chevy engines 


| HIGH-FLOW CATS 


Random Technology's new Super 


| High Flow catalytic converters deliver 


higher flow capacities than other 50- 
state legal convertors. The units 
incorporate MaxFlow bricks which 
control exhaust emissions with mini- 
mal disruption to exhaust flow. The 
company offers numerous models to 
fit a wide variety of vehicles. For 
applications, contact Random Tech- 
nology, Dept. KC, 1313 Temple John- 
son Rd., Loganville, GA 30249; 
770/978-0264. 


GATOR HUNT 
Gator Brand has 
introduced these stainless 
steel hoso clamps in a wide 
Tange of sizes. The clamps are 
made of W3 430-grade stainless 
and feature extruded threads, an 
asymmetrical gearbox, and rolled 
edges to prevent hose damage. 
‘There is also a leak path protector 
built into the band to prevent 
annoying leaks. For more infor- 
mation, contact Gator Brand, 
Dept. KC, 3418 Democrat 
Rà., Unit 12, Memphis, 


‘TN 38118-1541; 
888/26-GATOR. 


(396-502ci) operat- 
ing in the 3,500- 
7,000-rpm range. The Perform 
454-R heads feature 118cc open- 
style combustion chambers, pre- 
mium rocker studs and guideplates, 
hardened, interlocking ductile iron 
valve seats, stainless one-piece, 
swirl-polished valve stems, port- 
matched intake and exhaust ports, 
and heavy-duty valve springs. Con- 
tact Edelbrock Corp., Dept. KC, 
2700 California St., Torrance, CA 
90503; 310/78. i 


NEWI 


RAIN 
SHIELD 


Ultra 
Rain Shield 
has an 
improved 
water-bead- 
ing action to 
enhance. 
wet-weather 
driving visi- 
bility even 
without the 
use of 
wipers. The 
produci is 
said to pro- 
tect windshields for up to six months. 
Its available in a 2.7-fluid-ounce 
applicator which is good for about 
four treatments. The container 
has a built-in applicator, Con- 
tact No Touch, Dept. KC, 
20472 Crescent Bay Dr., Ste. 
100, Lake Forest, CA 92630- 
8817; 800/348-599 


Wiera 


RAINISHIEND 


www.notouch.com, 


ROD RIDE 

Eaton Detroit Spring has introduced 
these Rod Ride springs to tailor your car's 
n with the exact ride height, ride 
quality, and load rate you want. Each Rod 
Ride leaf spring is custom manufactured to 
your specs. The company also offers сой 
Springs and complete installation kits. Con- 
tact Eaton Detroit Spring, Dept. KC, 1555 
Michigan Ave., Detroit, MI 48216; 313/963- 

3839; www.eatonsprings.com. 


WAX ON, WAX OFF 
Quik Wax is for many of us who 
won't take the time to put on a 
fur-step wax job. This is a paint 
enhancer that conditions and pro- 
tects the paint and adds gloss. 
Quik Wax makes quick work of 
shining and protecting with car- 
заа A good companion to the 
wax is Quik Detailer, a product 
that removes light contaminants 
and helps extend the life of the 
wax. Contact Meguiar's, Dept. 
KC, 17991 Mitchell S., Irvine, 
СА 92614; (800) 347-5700; 


www.meguiars.com. 


ANNIHILATOR 

Holley has introduced a new 
Race Cell battery designed for 
severe conditions. It's a totally 
sealed, maintenance-free design 
that never needs water or electrolyte, and 
utilizes the latest absorbed glass mat Gu Сту fase лан 
АСМ is a dense filling of absorbent micro-fibrous silica glass ma 
ting packed tightly betwee the positive and negative plates. The battery сап be 
mounted in any position without any leak: 
cold-cranking amps and 1,500 peak discharge amp: 
ley Tech Service, Dept. KC, P.O. Box 10360, Bowling 
270/781-9741; www.holley.com. 


STAINLESS BRAID KIT 
The Eastwood Company has 

introduced this Stainless Steel Hose 

raid System to dress up your 
engine compartment. The braided 
sleeves are designed to cover coolant, 
fuel, and vacuum lines, and make 
them resistant to abrasion. Eastwood. 
offers unique hose-end connections 
ав well. For details, contact The 
Eastwood Company, Dept. KC, Box 
3014, Malvern, PA 19355-0714; 
800/345-1178; www.eastwoodeo.com 
DRIVESHAFT 


Inland Empire Driveline offers a user- 


‘age. The Annihilator is rated for 800 
rge amps. For more details, contact Hol- 
Green, KY 42102-7360; 


‘The comp: 


sion yoke and pinion U-joint. Contact Inland 


jendly driveshaft measuring guide to simplify 
pee the right driveshaft for your kit project. 
any ships complete driveshaft assem- 
blies ready to install with the correct transmis- 


ire Driveline, Dept. KC, 4035 E. Guasti Rd., 
Rod, Ontario, CA 91761; 800/800-0109. KC 


Tube nating is single vith he OF Joint Joge: Uing standard 
пей hole sana, бё heny дау fature otdesquid and | 
acra thend of tube or ppe, up to 2 OD. Camp asebi is 
tle to Designed to be damped in a berch vae or bolted 
tothe welding table and diven by a 12" hand dil. 

For additional information and pricing goto the web at 

www oltjgger.com or call toll free in North America 


1-800-NICE CUT (642-3288) 


«эйи ge SSIONE мае, коше 
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Now For All Popular 


You're building a legend. А car that is 
more than а hi-performance vehicle. It 
is an investment in time, money and 
effort. The returns are pleasure, perfor- 
mance, and value. You're building the 
ultimate street car and you know what. 
you want. Quali. A car as timeless 
as the COBRA deserves an exhaust 
system that will last forever. That's why 
ме construct our Cobra side pipe muf- 
Нег of 100% 304 stainless steel. Each 
‘side pipe is hardcrafted to insure the 


FOR THE SERIOUS ENTHUSIAST 


exhaust system. 


STAINLE: 


SPECIALTIE: 
| Р.О. Вох 781035 
Sebastian, FL 32978 


Call 561-589-4190 


ITS A PLAN 
Iam interested in a Cobra replica. 
Tm sure you got that a lot, but my 
question is, do you know of anyone or 
anywhere I could get detailed draw- 
ings of a frame with dimensions? I 
have more time than money, so Pd 
like to try to build a frame myself. Pm 
aware of what's involved in construct- 
ing a frame and I'm sure I could build 
a straight and level chassis. What I 
would really like is a kit manufac- 
turer who would be willing to supply 
me with the drawings, and I would 
purchase the body when the rolling 
chassis was complete. 
Greg C. Buchalski 
Kenilworth, NJ 


master cylinders, firewall, pedal box, 
and dozens of other parts. And we 

assume you're an experienced 
welder with a good gas or MIG setup. 
No stick-welding оп а chassis—the 
heat buildup will cause it to warp. 
Youll need to build a jig to hold the 
chassis members so they will be 
square when they cool after welding. 
Can you do the math to figure the tor- 
sional rigidity? 


Kir 


kitcar@emapUSA.com 


We don't know of any hit manu- 
facturers that will sell you plans for 
two reasons. One, they have chassis 
of their own to sell. Second, they 
would be undertaking a lot of liabil- 
ity in these highly litigious times... 
and they don't know how good a job 
youll do. However, if you're still con- 
vinced you can do the job, Cobra 
Restorers (770/427-0020) sells a set 
of plans for the original 427 Cobra 
chassis for $199.95. These include 
the frame and body substructure and 
are completely dimensioned. The sus- 
pension pickup points are shown, аз 
well as the differential mounting 
brackets and information on mount- 
ing the body. The plans do not 
include A-arms, spindles, or uprights 
(which they will sell you). This would 
allow you to build an exact replica of 
the 427 Cobra, lacking only a body. 
You would have to use a kit body 
that was built on the original 90-inch 
wheelbase and then modify it to fit 

Your chassis. You'll probably also 
have to redesign the body supports іо 

pick up the fiberglass body. It's 
highly unlikely you'll save any money 

going this route, but you sure could 
learn a lot! 

If you have not built a chassis 
before, be sure to have it looked over 
by a professional welder or race car 
fabricator before you. proceed. with. the. 
assembly. This is a critical safety- 
related component and a failed weld 
or improper design could be cata- 
strophic. 


FIERO V-8 TARGA 
Tm building a Fiero-based kit car 
and have run into some problems, 
The body is mostly stock with the 
exception of a rear spoiler, flared 
fenders with functional brake ducts, 
and wider wheels and tires. I'm hav- 
ing two problems. The first is that I 
would like to install a Targa top kit 
and a rear limo window so I could 
have a true open car. Are there any 
suppliers that offer these options? 
The second thing is my choice of 
power. I went with a non-fuel-injected 
Chevy V-8. Is there anyone who 
makes a wiring harness that will 
work with my stock speed takeoff and 
tach output or someone that makes 
analog gauges that will work with my 
stock transaxle and related compo- 
nents? Any information will be a 
great help in completing my dream. 
Bradley Flener 
Eddyville, KY 


Your Targa top is going to be 
quite a project. Removing the top оға 
Fiero weakens the chassis apprecia- 
bly. There have been many convert- 
ibles made over the years, but at this 
time no one is making a kit due to 
the extensive reinforcing that must be 
done to the chassis. Getting the stiff- 
ening in place is а real trick, and 
usually involves either installing a 
rollcage or adding a cradle under the 
car that will restrict many mainte- 
nance procedures. If the chassis is 
not exactly square when the reinfore- 
ing is welded in, the car will not 
track straight or handle correctly. 

We have better news on the engine 
front. V-8 Archie (847 399-1723) 
sells V-8 conversion kits that will 
work with carbureted or fuel-injected 
engines. They have an assembly — ^ 


By the Editors 


that shows how to attach a car- 

дей Chevy V-8 to the Fiero wiring 
bure You'll need to have your 
inh recclibrated, which V8 Archie 

handle for about $30. Custom 

digital gauge sels are available from 
Mark's Custom Kits (947 1427-0312), 
PISA (602/376-1550), and Dakota 
Digital (605 1332-6513). These can be 
calibrated for various engine сот. 
binations. 

STREET BLUES 
Moo like to build the'37 Jaguar 
85-100 kit car. Pm holding back 
because, according to the California 
DMV and Air Pollution Board, the 
vehicle must meet smog laws that 
were in effect the year that U the frame, 

t engine, was built. The 
with a me, probably паа 
i st year or two, an. 
La he "14280 Mustang II or 
Bobcat. An’80 engine will not meet 
current smog laws. Is there a ше, 
Redwood City, CA 


Editor Jim Youngs related in 
he Sep "99 issue, the California smog 
test for kit cars сап be a real bur 
cratic nightmare. A “referee” will 
over your саг and try to figure out 
some way to fail it. However, there are 
hundreds, if not thousands, of kit cars 
їп California so it сап be done, The, 
most popular SS-100 kits are built 
Antique and Collectible Autos | 
(600/245-1310) and Eagle Coach o 
Work (716/8974292), both of Buff’ 
sung Phor Mace 

i into ог. 
бекпу ‘can be adapted to 
ой r Chevy engines. 

"tale tery Za a Ca 
toms of California (209/239-2069 i 
Manteca, who builds kits from sever 
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manufacturers including A&C. He 
says the California regulations require 
the engine on a specially constructed 
car to meet the current emissions reg- 
ulations for an engine of that year and 
application. In other words, ал. '80 
Mustang П V-6 would have to have 
all the emissions equipment and 
exhaust originally installed to be in 
Place and, i normally, and 
the “sniffer” test would have to pass 
for ал '80 Mustang engine. An.’80 
engine does not have to meet the same 
standards as a new engine. Provided 
your engine is healthy and operating 
аз delivered, it should pass. 

Another option would be to use a 
current-model California-spec Ford 
Mustang V-8 or GM Comaro/S-10 
V-6 with all smog gear and exhaust 
system intact. The regulations at this 
time also require passing a visual 
i ion which will determine if the 


DAYTONA WANNABE 
Thave been reading your maga- 
Zine for quite along time, and T find it 
entertaining and very informa- 
any Corvette which 
right now is in pieces. I might restore 
3t with some personal touches, but it 
has always been a dream of mine to 
own a Ferrari Daytona Spyder. Ате 
replicas still out there? I have 
not seen much written about these 
kits in awhile. The last one I heard 
about was the Rowley GTC, but that 
Was too high for me. Can you assist. 
an avid Kit Car fan? Can you help me 
find one so I can build it and then you 
could do a story on how you helped 
me find it. Wow, that sounds cool. 
Andrew Stigliano 
Middle Island, NY 


hard on Daytona replica builders 
awhile back and these kits went away, 
at least officially. The only Daytona 
replica we know of in production at 
this time is made by VR Engineering 
(602/967-3289), and is designed to fit 
on a Datsun 2802X chassis. Of course, 
you could build one of those and put a 
Corvette engine in it. Otherwise, your 
best bet is to look for used examples at 
Ait car shows, on the Internet, and in 
the ads in the “Replica and Kit Cars 
For Sale” section of Hemmings Motor 
News. When you get one finished, let 


us know...we'd love to see it 


FIERO SPEEDO HERO 
Ever since I owned my first mid- 
engine car (Fiat X1-9) Ihave been 
addicted to the type. Гуе owned a 
number of Fieros, presently a black 
"87 sport coupe 2.8, five-speed. The 
only thing that bugs me is the exces- 
sive wheelwell void. I want to replace 
the 185/75R14 tires with 205/50R17s. 
Ihave enough room. How do I com- 
pensate for the error in the speedome- 
ter that the new tire circumference 
will create? Is there somewhere that I 
can purchase a correctly sized 
replacement speedo drive gear or 
some kind of adjustable conversion 
unit? Thanks for any information you 
can give me. 
Steven K. Neyens 
Dubuque, IA 


We have just the thing for you. 
Dakota Digital (605/332-6513) makes 
a universal adapter that allows you to 
reprogram your speedometer for vari- 
ous tire sizes. This small (2x3x1-inch) 
box is spliced into your speedometer 
feed wire, and hooked up to power 
and ground wires. By throwing a 
series of switches you can dial it in. 
105 PN SGI-5 and retails for $79.95. 
Dakota also makes a line of custom 
digital gauges that you could adapt 
your dash to fit, or Dakota will take 
Your Fiero dash and fit their instru- 
‘ments into it for $700-$800 depending 
on which gauges you want. This could 


be the best way for Fiero fans to get 
rid of those ridiculous 85mph speedos. 


THAT'S A SWITCH 
T love your mag. Is Autospeed 
Motorcars still in business? I called 
their number and the recorded mes- 
sage said the phone was out of ser- 
viee. Also, where сап I buy a cutoff 
switch like I read about in your mag? 
Please help. 
Mike Moran 
Laurel, MD 


Auutospeed is indeed alive and well, 
now renamed JPS Motorsports. The 
пеш phone number is 818/985-8891, 
апа the address is: 11323 Vanowen, 
М. Hollywood, СА 91605. No switch 
in products, just the moniker. 

As for а cutoff switch, we assume 
you mean the kind that shuts off the 
electrical power. They're required for 
many track events. Along with JPS 
Motorsports these are sold by stores 
that carry racing and hot rod parts, ог 
through the mail from Speedway 
Motors (402/474-4411). The price 
ranges from around $20 to $30, 
depending on whether you have a gen- 
erator or alternator. Follow the instal- 
lation instructions carefully. When the 
switch is shut off, the motor and all 
electrical functions (fuel pumps, etc.) 
should stop. immediately. Be sure to 
place the switch where thie corner 
crews can reach it, and you can turn 
it on and off while strapped in the 
seat. Race car builders often mount 
them on a flange welded to the rollbar 
Just above door level. Also, use ade- 
quate diameter cable from the battery 
to the switch and then back to the 
motor. If its too small, you'll have a 
voltage drop and the engine can be 
hard to start. We recommend 00 weld- 
ing cable or similar. 
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Have a technical question about 
‘your kit project? Send your 
questions to Kit Tech, Kit Car, 
6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 
CA 90048, or e-mail us at 
XitcarGemapUSA com. 
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LES DAWES AND HIS 
DANDY LADAWRI 

In the late '505, California was 
the hotbed of American kit car 
manufacturing. In addition to 
Glasspar, Devin, Kellison, Allied, 
Bangert, and many others was 
LaDawri Coacheraft, founded by 
expatriate Canadian Les 
Dawes. He had been working 
with fiberglass since about 
1955 before moving his opera- 
tion to Los Angeles circa 1957, 
This coincided with the intro- 
duction of his first body 
design, the handsome 
LaDawri Conquest, which 
led to LaDawri becoming one 
of the most successful kit 
car companies of the time. 

‘The Conquest was a 
two-seat roadster with 
flowing, sculptured lines 
and a distinctive twin-nostril nose. 
Compound curves were used every- 
where for strength and a “bow line” 
arched down the sides. An inverted 
GMC truck windshield was mounted 
in a molded-in frame that housed a 
steel rollbar, and a sculpted dash and 
console tied in with the exterior 
styling. The contours were smooth, 

and Dawes claimed to have tested 
them in the wind tunnel at UB.C. 
laboratories in Canada. This new 
body was well received and was fea- 
tured on the cover of Road & Track 
magazine in July 57. 

Tt was built to fit on a 100-to 104- 
inch wheelbase chassis, which usually 
meant cut-down Ford frames, live- 
axle Corvettes, or the popular Kaiser 


шу! ын 
ny engine could be fit- 
ded, vith domestic V-Bs leading the 
way. Initially, these bodies were sold. 
in one-piece form for $395, but a more 
finished example with door jambs and 
inner panels was quickly added for 
$200 more. LaDawri would also sell 
rolling chassis or turnkey cars built 
оп modified Heary J chassis, with the 
buyer's choice of rear suspension and 
engine. A rolling body and chassis 
Sold for $995 in 1958, and lightweight 
shells without doors were sold for use 
‘on racing cars. Options included a 
removable hard- 
top, a convertible 
top, bench or 


bucket 
seats, 
three 
styles of 
dash- 
boards, 
and a hood- 
scoop to 
clear super- 
chargers. 
The Quest 
QT., a short- 
ened version 
of the Con- 
quest, was 
introduced in 
1958 to fit 92- 
to 98-inch for- 
eign car chassis, 
particularly the 
VW. It used a 
Vauxhall (small 
English sedan 
built by GM) wind- 
shield. 
The Daytona 
was introduced in 
1960 as an alterna- 
tive to the Conquest. 
Tt was similar in 
shape and size, but 
had a single full-width 
grille to replace the 
twin openings on the 
Conquest. The Sebring 
used the Daytona grille 
and styling, but was 
scaled down like the Quest Q.T. An 
‘even shorter version, the Del Mar, fit 
chassis from 84 to 92 inches 
The Daytona and Conquest, along 
with their smaller brethren, were 
very popular and provided sufficient 
capital for LaDawri to buy a number 
of bodies from other manufacturers. 
In 1961, they picked up nine models 
from Vietress, which they promptly 
renamed and added modified versions 
as well. The Sicilian (formerly 
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Victress C-2) was a handsome coupe 
body that fit on foreign car chassis 
while its big brother, the Castilian 
(Victress 0-3), was visually similar 
but designed for fullsize American car 
chassis. The Castilian was later 
treated to a hatchback with increased 
luggage capacity and renamed the 
Castilian Grand Turismo Sports 
Wagon. The Cavalier (Vietress 5-4) 
was а stylish convertible for full- 
length American-car chassis, but 
LaDawri also made a shortened ver- 
sion, the Conquistador, 
In addition to these “mainline” 
body kits, LaDawri also carried a 
number of lightweight body shells for 
racing or custom applications. These 
typically did not have inner panels 
and were sold only in one-piece form. 
The Centurion 21 was a futuristic 
convertible with a removable hardtop 
that looked like а ’50s interpretation 
of the Batmobile. It had big fins and 
dramatic, scooped wheelwell treat- 
ment. This design had been pur- 
chased from Savage Sports Car Man- 
vufacturing in Los Angeles. Single or 
double headlights were optional, and 
the taillights were from a’57 
Chrysler. The body weighed 175 
pounds and would fit a number of 
‘American sedan chassis, 
‘The Vixen and Cheetah were old 
Victress designs that resembled’50s- 
era Ferraris. The Vixen fit 98- to 102- 
inch chassis, while the Cheetah was 
designed for 92- to 96-inch wheelbases. 
‘These were lightweight, single-piece 
racing shells and were molded in red. 
‘The Firestar was а simple shell for 
homebuilt racing cars that ran in 
small-bore road racing. It was 
designed by Ralph Starkweather for 
his own use, and he leased the molds 
to LaDawri who paid him a royalty 
оп each one sold. It resembled the 
{ Lotus 11 racing cars of the '50s. 
LaDawri apparently also inherited 
the Byers SR-100 and CR-90 bodies. 

‹ from Victress, but did not show them 
in their brochures, 

In addition to buying all of these 
new kits, LaDawri added an exten- 
sive line of fiberglass body panels 
and tops for domestic and foreign 
cars. They sold dragster bodies for 
тай jobs as well as Model T, Anglia, 
Fiat, Henry J, and Austin Bantam 
shells for race or street rod use. 


By the mid-60s the LaDawri 
lineup was starting to look dated, 
and sales were slipping away. Dawes 
had been working with PBS Engi- 
neering, which built a line of Fiat- 
powered racing cars in California. 
Aerospace engineer Clark Adams 
had designed a graceful and clean 
coupe body for the PBS mid-engine 
chassis and LaDawri built them. 
LaDawri named this body the For- 
mula Libre and came up with a 
unique sales angle. ‘Formula Libre” 
means “free formula,” and this body 
could be ordered to fit any chassis 
configuration the buyer could dream 
up. The standard model fit оп a VW 
floorpan, but LaDawri would change 
the hood line and interior pod to 
work with front-, mid-, or rear- 
engine chassis with tiny four-bangers 
to big V-8s. It was to have either a 
tilt-forward passenger compartment 
like the Fiberfab Aztec or gullwing 
doors. The top had “double bubble” 
blisters made popular by Abarth 
sports cars. LaDawri tried to raise 
money to put the Formula Libre into 
production as a turnkey car with a 
new VW chassis and Corvair power, 
but apparently the funding fell 
through. LaDawri disappeared from 
the kit scene in the late '60s. 

All of the LaDawri roadsters and 
coupes sold well and are reasonably 
plentiful today, with the race shells 
and the Centurion 21 being more 
scarce, Any LaDawri would make the 
basis for a great project and would be 
well worth putting some time into. As 
for value, that would depend on the 
work completed and the running 
gear, but expect to pay in the $500- 
$1,500 range for unmounted bodies. 
The most valuable configuration 
would be on a period Corvette chas- 
sis, and it appears that a number of 
these were built. A LaDawri body 
mounted on a Cobra replica-type 
chassis would be a distinctive daily 
driver, or on period running gear 
could make an entertaining collectors 
item or vintage racer. 
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KIT AND KEND 
Enclosed is a picture of a car we 
purchased about a year ago. The title 
says it is a 1979 Kend. I have been 
told it is a replica of a '65 Ferrari 
Dino. It would be a great pleasure for 
me to know what I have, and I'd 
appreciate any information you could 
tell me about this kit. I love your 
magazine and noticed in the last 
issue that you had articles about. 
these cars in the Apr. '82 and May '85 
issues. If there is a way to get that 
information I would be grateful. 
Jason Geiger 
Newton, NC 


Your beautiful blue kit appears to be 
a Kelmark GT, which was built in Ohe- 
mos, Michigan, from '69 until the late 
‘80s. The articles you refer to featured 
the visually similar Karma and Mag- 
num, which were built in California 
and South Dakota. They differ from the 
Kelmark in having an opening trunk in 
the front bodywork and a set of louvers 
along the nose. The Kelmark was 
inspired by the 68-74 Ferrari-built 
Dino 206 and 246GT. For more info on 
the originals, there is а reasonably good 
book currently available called Ferrari 
Dino by Anthony Curtis. 
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the hood, transforming it into the 
legendary Cobra, That is precisely how the Superformance 47 SIC’ 
Pire dier ЕЯ 

Superformance 427 S/C's are meticulously engin pee 
reproductions of the original, fly assembled and complete except for 
engine and transmission. 

No expense is ever spared in recati 
че only the highest quality new parts an z 
alloy rims (Trigo), genuine instruments, leather seating, 
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full weather 
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formance 427 S/C. Complete and fully assembled: 


There is nothing else to buy. Ifyou buy a kit, you could end up 
spending extra time and money searching for pans that arent 
included, but seemed tobe. Inthe 
long run, you'll spend more on a 
kir than on a new Superformance 
427. 

With only average skill and 
ordinary mechanics tools, youll 
be on the road in a matter of 
hours. At just $34,800 (without 
engine and transmission), you can 
afford the cat andthe model 
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